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Monthly Newsletter of 

HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH 
305 Washington Street • PO Box 2876 • New Britain, CT 06050-2876 

 
www.htocnb.org 

���������		
�

SISTERHOOD PANIKHIDA: The an-
nual memorial for the departed sisterhood members will be 
held at the end of  Divine Liturgy on Sunday, October 7th.   
 

PARISH EDUCATION: Everyone is invited  
to come on a Safari with Papa Emoru [Fr. Vladimir] and 
Pappadhia Appua [Mat. Suzanne] Aleandro on Tuseday, 
October 9th at 6:30 p.m. The Aleandro’s will share their 
OCMC Mission trip to the Turkana people of Kenya with 
stories and pictures. They will bring us on an unforgettable 
journey (and tell us about their new names).  
 
We will have a “Pot Luck” supper before we begin. 
PLEASE sign-up with Rosemary Delaney or Phyllis  
Bartos to bring food.  
 

The October monthly charity collection 
is for the OCA Christmas Stocking Project. In its 14th year, 
the Christmas Stocking Project last year it provided 15,000 

filled Christmas stockings or equivalent 
gifts to children in lands and areas where 
they were received with special delight. 
Recipients will be children in Albania, 
Belarus, Georgia, Mexico, Poland, Russia, 
Slovakia and Ukraine. The stockings are 
assembled by workers at the AHRC 
(Association for the Help of Retarded 
Children) Vocational Training Center. 
These workers learn that they are serving 

a real need, receive a small compensation and the added 
pleasure of acting as “Santa's Helpers.” 
 

PARISH COUNCIL: The October meeting of 
the Parish Council will be held on Monday, October 29th. 
All council members are asked to make every effort to 
attend the meeting. 
 

GENERAL CONFESSION: is normally 
held on the last Saturday of each month (except for lenten 
periods) following Great Vespers. All regular communi-
cants should make every effort to attend each General Con-
fession. The next General Confession will be held on Satur-
day, September 20th (due to the Diocesan Assembly in 

Archpriest David Koles, Rector 
9 Frankie Lane 

Terryville, CT 06786 
Phone: 860-573-0013 

Email: frdavid@htocnb.org 
� �

Meriden on the last Saturday of this month). 
 

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY: The annual as-
sembly for the Diocese of New England will be held Friday 
& Saturday, October 26 - 27 at Ss. Peter & Paul Church in 
Meriden, CT. We will have vespers on Saturday, October 
27th and Divine Liturgy as usual this weekend. 
 

PARISH REPRESENTATIVES: As a 
parish we are also looking for a few good people who would 
like to be our “parish representative” to FORCC [We did 
have one in the past but this position is vacant at this time] 
and a contact person for “O.N.E.,” the diocesan newspaper, 
who would submit articles about the happenings around 
Holy Trinity. If you are interested talk with Fr. David. 
 

CHURCH RENOVATION     
          UPDATE: 
A systematic plan has been developed to address the prob-
lems in the following manner: 
 
¨ � Removal of the two trees in front of the church (along 

with two at the front of the rectory) 3/07 �  
¨ � Clean gutters of all debris 6/07 �  
¨ � Professionally have all down spouts, rear curtain drain 

clean-outs and lines inspected and snaked all the way to 
the main drain pipe in the street  7/07 �  

¨ � Have designated roof and cupola  
 repairs made 5/07 �  
¨ Determine cause of water in church kitchen and add 

sump pump or alleviate the problem from the outside 
[Oct - Nov 07] 

¨ Once it is determined that the outside water problems 
have been addressed, repair and re-plaster the interior 
church walls [late fall 07] 

¨ Paint the interior of the church 



¨ Paint the downstairs and replace ceiling tiles [winter 07] 
¨ Complete the downstairs area with new indoor/outdoor 

carpet, with tile to cover the area of the coffee hour set-
up 

 
As you review the points listed above, one 
can see that the additional expenses are yet 
to be determined. But it is important to 
remember that our church building is ap-
proaching the 100 year mark in 2013, not 
to be confused with the 100th anniversary 
of the parish in 2002. 
 
Many have contributed to the Hundred 
Plus Club to honor the hundred plus years 
since our founding. Individuals may join 
by making donations to the building fund 
in denominations of $100. This will be in 
addition to one's annual pledge. The funds 
will be used solely for the purpose of reno-
vating our church building.  
 

As of this printing we have collected $ 2600.00.  
 

JOIN THE ���  ����������

Birthdays & Anniversaries     
         in OCTOBER:  

 
 3 Sarah Roberts   1987 
 4 Barbara Raymond 
 5 David Bartos   1951 
 5 Andrew Myszka  1992 
 7  Phyllis Bartos   1955 
10 Kelly Bard    1988 
12 Dina Karanowytsch 
13 Anna Makula   1912 
15 David Wanik & Danielle Wanik 1989 
16 Andrew Pulcini  2000 
18 George Fedak    1916 
20 Olivia Salina   2003  
23 Juliana Dresko   1984 
25 Rosemary Delaney 
27 Priya Karabin   1981 
30 Jean Murr 
 

    7 Patrick & Gale Dilger   1990  
   20  Jason & Amber Fiedler   2002 
   23  Michael & Jillian Wanik 1988 
 
 

“WHEN I WAS SICK YOU CAME TO ME” 
The following parishioners (and friends) are now home-
bound or in long-term care facilities. If there are any names 
missing, please inform Fr. David. The regular schedule of 
visitations is included on the monthly calendar. Parishioners 
are welcomed and encouraged to make regular visitations to 
nursing homes and shut-ins. Our loved ones NEED to feel 
connected to their parish family. 
 

Walnut Hill, New Britain 
Agnes Makula 
Olga Skotnicki 
Mary Cherpak 

 
Jerome Home, New Britain 

Sadie Albino 
Ann Laska 

Anna M. Makula 
 

Newington Care, Newington 
Zinaida Sotnick 

Mary Salina 
 

Middlewoods, Newington 
Jennie Skovich 

 
Ledgecrest Nursing Home, Berlin 

Natasha Zaiko 
Nicholas Zamayduk 

 
Atrium at Rocky Hill 

Jean Prusik 
 

Brittany Farms, New Britain 
Olga Halajko 

Matrona Aguzzi 
 

Arden Courts, Avon 
Mildred Dobrowolski 

 
Ingraham Manor, Bristol 
Eulah (Julianna) Chesky 

 
At Home: Mary Bogdan, Anne Cherpak, Mary Glowacki,  
Helen Karabin, Susan Labas, Lillian Maddaluno, Mary 
Roman, Maria Stregotsky, Sophia Zardecki and Zenaida 
Zapatka. 
 
 
 
 

�
 

PARISH DIPTYCHS 
Please remember our departed brothers and sisters in your 
prayers. 
 �  
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FEAST DAYS IN OCTOBER:  
 
St. Innocent [Glorification] Oct. 6th (1798 - 1879): Born is 
Siberia, St. Innocent spent his early priesthood as a mission-
ary in Alaska, and later (after the death of 
his wife), as first resident bishop there. 
Later in life he came to head the Russian 
Orthodox Church as Metropolitan of Mos-
cow. He developed an Aleut alphabet and 
translated c catechism and the Gospel of  
St. Matthew into that Alaskan language.  
 
St. Tikhon [Glorification] Oct. 9th (1865 - 1925): Presiding 
Bishop of the Russian Orthodox Missionary Diocese of 
North America from 1898  -  1907, during which time the 
Church in America, bolstered by recent immigration of 

Slavic peoples from Eastern Europe, grew rap-
idly. In 1907 he returned to Russia serving as 
archpastor of several dioceses there. In 1918 
he was elected Patriarch the Russian Orthodox 
Church. Until his death in 1925 he defended 
the Church, as  best he could and knew how, 
from the Bolsheviks, who had come to 
power just as he was elected Patriarch.   � �



Archpriest John Kochurov [Repose] Oct. 31st 
(1871-1917): A missionary priest in Mid-west 
America from 1895 to1907, upon his return to 
Russia he served parishes in the St. Petersburg 
Diocese. The first clergy martyr under the Bol-
sheviks; he was shot and killed at the outbreak of 
the 1917 Revolution.  
 
The Mother of God Joy of All Who Sorrow icon (Oct 
24th) revealed itself as a miracle-working icon for the first 
time in Moscow in 1688. Euphemia, the sister of the patri-
arch at that time, Joachim, lived in Moscow and suffered 
since a long time from a severe incurable disease in her side. 
This exposed her inner organs and she was hardly alive. 
Once, in her prayer to our Lord Jesus Christ and to His 
Mother, she heard a voice, instructing her to pray before the 
icon called Joy of All Who Sorrow in one of the local 
churches.  
 
The molieben was served and, following it , the icon was 
brought into her house. Euphemia was sprinkled with holy 
water. She got well and rose from her bed by herself. This 

miracle took place on October 24, and 
a feast to the icon was established to 
commemorate that event. The Mother 
of God on this icon is portrayed in full 
figure. There is an angel on each side 
of her, and the faithful with their peti-
tions for help and cure are at her feet. 
There are numerous recorded cases of 
divine help to all in need and in trou-
ble, to those who suffer from seizure, 

infirmity in hands, throat diseases, trembling of muscles, 
stroke, and tuberculosis.  
 
Another miracle took place in the village of Klochka near St. 
Petersburg, not far from a glass factory, in 1888. An image 
of the Joy of All Who Sorrow was hanging in the village 
chapel. The building was struck by lightning, shattering the 
alms box and charring the chapel walls. The icon Joy of All 
Who Sorrow was found lying face down on the floor. When 
it was turned over, the image was found to have become 
fresh and clear, and coins from the alms box were sticking to 
its surface.  Previously the icon, which had originally been 
found washed ashore on the Neva River, was dark and ob-
scure. Its “Renewal” was seen as a sign from heaven, and its 
fame spread. Since then, the icon has been commemorated 
on July 23rd.   

WHAT IS NECESSARY FOR  
A SAVING CONFESSION? 

by Saint Innocent of Moscow and Apostle to 
America (St. Innocent [John Popov-Veniaminov] 
died in 1879 as the Metropolitan of Moscow, the 
head of the Russian Orthodox Church. He was 

solemnly Glorified as a saint on October 6, 1977, 
which day remains his annual fast, together with 
March 31, the day of his repose.)  

 
WHAT IS CONFESSION? Confession is the oral avowal of 
one's sins which lie heavy upon the conscience. Repentance 
cleanses the soul and makes it ready to receive the Holy 
Spirit, but confession, so to speak, only empties the soul of 
sins.  
 
Let us present a simple analogy and comparison to confes-
sion. For example, suppose you had only one vessel of some 
kind, which you through negligence or laziness let reach a 
stage where little by little it accumulated all sorts of dirt so 
that your vessel became not only unusable but even unbear-
able to look at without repugnance. But what if a king 
wanted to give you as a gift some sort of fragrant and pre-
cious balm, one drop of which could heal all infirmities and 
protect -- what then? Would you refuse such a valuable gift 
only because you had no other clean vessel in which to put 
it? No! It would be very natural for you to accept such a gift 
and you would try to clean your vessel. How would you be-
gin to clean your vessel? No doubt, before anything else, 
you would rid it of all uncleanness; you could begin by 
washing it with water and, perhaps would even burn it out so 
that it no longer retained any of its former odors. Isn't that 
so?  
 
Now let the vessel represent the soul given to you by God, 
which you have brought to such a state that it has been filled 
with all kinds of transgression and iniquities; let the sweet-
smelling balm, given by the king, signify the Holy Spirit, 
Who heals all infirmities and afflictions, Whom the King of 
heaven and earth, Jesus Christ, freely bestows upon us. To 
examine your vessel signifies feeling your guilt before God 
and recalling all sins which have stolen into your heart. To 
clean out the vessel typifies the confession of your sins be-
fore your spiritual father, and washing with water and burn-
ing with fire signify a sincere and even tearful repentance 
and a voluntary resolve to endure all unpleasantness, needs, 
afflictions, misfortunes, and even calamities that befall us.  
 
Now tell me: Is Confession profitable or needful? Certainly 
it is profitable and even essential; because, just as it is im-
possible to cleanse a vessel without ridding it of all unclean-
ness, so it is impossible to purge your soul of sins without 
confession. But tell me, is confession alone enough for the 
reception of the Holy Spirit? Certainly not, because in order 
to receive the sweet-smelling and precious balm into a de-
filed vessel it is not enough to just empty it, but it is neces-
sary to wash it with water and refine it with fire. Just so, in 
order to receive the Holy Spirit, it is not enough just to con-
fess or recite your sins before a spiritual father, but it is nec-
essary together with this to purge your soul with repentance 
or contrition and grief of soul, and burn it out with voluntary 
endurance of afflictions. So then, this is what confession and 
repentance mean!  
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What does a true and correct confession consist of? When 
we wish to cleanse conscience of sins in the Mystery of Re-
pentance, 1) before everything else it is necessary to believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and firmly hope that He is ready to 
forgive all sins, no matter of what magnitude, if only the 
sinner repents open-heartedly; it is necessary to believe and 
hope that the God of all wants and seeks our return. Of this 
He assures us through the prophet thus: "As I live, said the 
Lord," i. e., I assure and swear by My life, "In desiring I do 
not desire," i.e., I do not at all desire "the death of a sinner," 
but entirely desire his conversion.  
 
2) It is necessary to have a broken heart. Who is God? and 
who are we? God is the Almighty Creator of heaven and 
earth; He is the awful and righteous Judge. And we? We are 
weak and insignificant mortals. All people, even the greatest 
people, are less than dust before God, and we can never 
imagine how disgusting to God any sin is and how any 
transgression offends Him. And we, insignificant and weak, 
we mortals end1essly benefited by our God, dare to offend 
Him -- the All-Good One? Oh! This is so horrible! We are 
such debtors before God, such transgressors, which not only 
should we not dare to call ourselves His children, but are not 
even worthy of being His lowliest servants.  
  
Therefore, picturing all this, you see what contritness, what 
lamentation it is necessary to have then, when we want to 
purge ourselves of sins. And such a feeling must be had not 
only before confession and during confession, but also after 
confession. And even more important, do you want to offer a 
sacrifice to God such as will be acceptable to Him? Natu-
rally, we all gladly want this and as far as possible we offer 
it. But what can we offer Him really acceptable? -- a broken 
heart. "A sacrifice unto God is a broken spirit; a heart that is 
broken and humble," here is an offering to God more price-
less than all offerings and oblations!  
 
3) It is necessary to forgive all our enemies and offenders all 
the harmful and offensive things they have done to us. For-
giveness -- what does it mean to forgive? To forgive means 
never to avenge, neither secretly nor openly; never to recall 
wrongs but rather to forget them and, above all, to love your 
enemy as a friend, a brother, as a comrade; to protect his 
honor and to treat him right-mindedly in all things. This is 
what it means to forgive. And who agrees that this is diffi-
cult? So, it is a hard matter to forgive wrongs, but he who 
can forgive wrongs is for this reason great -- truly great, both 
before God and before man, --Yes, it is a hard matter to for-
give your enemies; but to do nothing, it is necessary to for-
give, otherwise God Himself will not forgive. Jesus Christ 
said: "If you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
father will forgive you also your trespasses. But if you do 
not forgive men their trespasses neither will your heavenly 
Father forgive you your trespasses." On the contrary to this, 
though you pray to God every hour, though you have such 
faith that you can move mountains, even though you give 
away all of your belongings to the needy, and give your 

body to be burned – if you do not practice forgiveness and 
do not wish to forgive your enemy, then all is in vain, for in 
such circumstances neither prayer, nor faith, nor charity, will 
save you; in short, nothing will save you.  
 
But if it is needful to forgive our enemies, so likewise it is 
indispensable to ask also forgiveness of those people whom 
we have offended. Thus, if you have offended anyone by 
word, ask forgiveness of him, come and roll down at his feet 
and say, "Forgive me." Have you offended by deed? En-
deavor to expiate your guilt and offences and recompense 
his damage, then be certain that all of your sins, no matter 
how heavy they be, will be forgiven you.  
  
4) It is necessary to reveal your sins properly and without 
any concealment. Some say, "For what reason should I re-
veal my sins to Him Who knows all our secrets?" Certainly 
God knows all of our sins, but the Church, which has the 
power from God to forgive and absolve sins, cannot know 
them, and for this reason She cannot, without confession, 
pronounce Her absolution.  
 
Finally, it is necessary to set forth a firm intention to live 
prudently in the future. If you want to be in the kingdom of 
heaven, if you want God to forgive your sins -- then stop 
sinning! Only on this condition does the Church absolve the 
penitent of his sins. And he who does not think at all about 
correcting himself confesses in vain, labors in vain, for even 
if the priest says, "I forgive and absolve," the Holy Spirit 
does not forgive and absolve him!  
 
 
 
The August 2007 Parish Council meeting was held in the 
church hall on Monday, August 27, 2007. Warden Paul Salina 
called the meeting to order at 7pm.  A quorum was noted.  The 
meeting began with an opening prayer “O Heavenly King”. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Father David reported a good past two 
months-we went to a Rock Cats game with the Terryville 
church; the Men’s Club had a golf outing and the wedding of 
Nick and Melissa.  The sad part was the funeral of Father 
Nicholas Timpko’s son Gregory.  Father has visited all the 
nursing homes and some shut-ins at home. The CT Deanery 
meetings resume in September.  There will be a celebration for 
Father Nicholas Timpko honoring his many years of service to 
Three Saints, the Connecticut Deanery and the Dioceses of 
New England.  The annual FORCC banquet will be held on 
Sunday, September 30th. Ticket info will be posted for anyone 
interested.  The scholarship recipients will be honored at the 
banquet.  Father David received a “Thank-you” from Nick and 
Melissa thanking the choir for a great job!  He also received a 
letter from Father Eugene Vansuch (FOS) with a follow up of 
what’s happening and we are one of the few parishes at the 
$2,000 level. He will post this.  Father informed us that FOS 
and the clergy pension accounts are secure.  The former chan-
cellor of the OCA has been removed from the list of clergy - 
perhaps he will do a second appeal however when the Holy 
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Synod met they voted to uphold the findings of the spiritual 
court. The summary report of the Special Commission led by 
Archbishop Job has yet to be released but it is hoped to be 
made public by the October Holy Synod – Metropolitan Coun-
cil meeting. We have not paid our FOS yet, pending the infor-
mation provided by the OCA report. The Diocese of New Eng-
land will hold the Diocesan Assembly in Meriden October 26-
27, 2007.   The All-American council will be in Pittsburgh in 
July 2008.   
 
Secretary’s Report: Motion to accept the June 2007 minutes 
as submitted Nelson Potter/Peter Anop.  Motion carried.  Mo-
tion to accept the July 8, 2007 special meeting minutes Diane 
Polzun/Geroge Ludko.  Motion carried with 1 abstention. 
 
Financial Report: George Ludko presented the June and July 
2007 financial report.  (A copy is on file with the secretary.)  
He informed us that we have received some reimbursement 
funds from the insurance company that make us ahead at this 
time. 
June 2007   Income          $8,685.00    (Large expenses-removal 
              of trees, ONE Stewards, 
                   Expense       $18,210.06      utilities,church property 
            exp,Withholding and SS, 
                   Exp/Inc         ($9.525.06)     Fair Share,Web site  
           payment and candles) 
June charity  $368.00 
July 2007    income         $71,312.61  (Large income-insurance 
         reimbursement (Beaver      
                                                               St. and basement carpet 
            donation) 
                   Expense        $48,694.16  (Large expenses-cupola  
        repairs,exterior painting & 
                   Inc/Exp         $22,618.45   Sealing,Prop.taxes,copy 
             mach maint. agree.,prop.  
                           Ins., Withholding & SS) 
July charity  $435.00 
Rosemary Delaney has audited June and July 2007.  Motion to 
accept June and July 2007 audited reports Marion Bichun/Ellen 
Santoro. 
  
OLD BUSINESS 
Caretaker’s House: Paul Salina showed us some before and 
after pictures.  The windows have been installed, the wall be-
tween the kitchen and the pantry removed, and the sheetrock is 
up.  They are working on the interior trimming and removing 
the wallpaper in preparation to paint all rooms.  $26,000 has 
been paid so far. The final payment will be made upon comple-
tion and final walk through.  Once the interior is complete, Ri-
ley Plumbing will come back and finish.  Dan Bradanini 
thanked Paul Salina for all his hard work. 
Seeding lawn areas of tree removal: We can probably do this 
ourselves during fall clean up. 
Parish Directory Update: The photos are done.  Paul Salina has 
scanned the photos he received and forwarded to Jeff Dicosimo.  
Father David has compiled the list of names and addresses.  
Project Management Review: Paul Salina went over the Project 
Management Review list (a copy is on file with the secretary).  
The first 2 items (roof and tree removal) are now completed 
and will be removed from the list.  Thanks to Dan Bradanini for 

his hard work.  We are now waiting to be sure we do not get 
any more water before tackling the interior projects.  We have 
not had any water in the basement since the pipes have been 
cleaned.  Dan Bradanini suggested that perhaps the pipes can be 
“sleeved” to prevent further damage.  Paul Salina will investi-
gate.  The lights in the kitchen over the sink are not working.  
The front door continues to be a problem.  Paul Salina will re-
align the alarm connections on the doors.  George Matyczyk 
advised Paul that replacing the panic bars on the doors would 
be about $1500-$1700.  The closure on top needs to be replaced 
at this time.  Meanwhile, just making some adjustments.  Our 
tenants do not have a garage key yet.  
From the floor:  The garage door near the handicap parking 
needs painting.  George Matyczyk has asked Josh to cut down 
the hemlock and spray. Some trees also need to be trimmed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Charity for October: Paul Salina had a request from Mike 
Wanik to consider a city project assisting in sponsoring kids 
from a sister city in Germany.  There was no interest. 
Ellen Santoro suggested the Stocking Project.  Motion to have 
October charity be the OCA Stocking Project by George 
Ludko/Peter Anop.  Motion carried.   (The September charity to 
purchase the meat for St Vladimirs Orthodox Education Day.) 
Choir Director: Paul Salina met with Juliana Koles. She would 
like to job share the duties with Jason Ferrandino.  There will 
be 2 conditions. Juliana is still the choir director and the “go-to” 
person. The salary will be split down the middle to be paid bi-
weekly. Juliana and Jason will mutually agree to the services to 
be covered.  Motion to have the choir directing duties split be-
tween Juliana and Jason with Juliana being the “go-to” person 
by George Ludko/Diane Polzun.  Motion carried. 
City Trash Carts: The church will be receiving one-96 gallon 
trash cart in November.  The former rectory and Beaver St. 
house will receive their own.  Additional trash carts may be 
rented, but at this time do not seem necessary. 
From the floor: George Ludko received a letter from the Water 
Department threatening to shut off the water at the cemetery as 
the water department has been unable to read the meter in over 
4 years.  The water meter is now buried on the other side of the 
fence.  John Baraglia was able to put a pipe over the shut off 
valve.  It appears the remote wire is broken.  The problem be-
gan when CCSU undertook some of their renovations.  Paul 
Salina is writing to the Water Dept and Mike Wanik will speak 
to the people at CCSU.  It was suggested that we have the chan-
delier cleaned before Bishop Nikon’s visit.  Paul Salina will get 
someone to come out and also replace the bulbs. Bishop Nikon 
will be visiting in November.  Ellen Santoro and the Sisterhood 
will handle the reception/coffee hour.  The young men from the 
OCF will be here to serve in the altar that day, too.  Ann 
Myszka recently attended a Romanian festival and picked up 
some pamphlets relating to Orthodoxy -Father David and Paul 
Salina will review.  Paul Salina advised that overall it’s been a 
quiet summer and things are moving along with some projects 
being      completed.  We are approaching 100 years of our 
building. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  October 1, 2007 at 7pm 
Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn 7:57pm Nelson Potter.  The 
meeting concluded with “It is Truly Meet”.  
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