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Monthly Newsletter of 

HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH 
305 Washington Street • PO Box 2876 • New Britain, CT 06050-2876 

 
www.htocnb.org 

���������

ST. THOMAS SUNDAY: On the 
second Sunday of Pascha, St. Thomas Sunday   
(May 4th), we will go to the parish cemetery for a 
general panikhida for our parish departed. We will 
have coffee hour after liturgy [no need to hurry] and 
then head to the cemetery, where the service will 
begin at approximately 11:30 -11:45 A.M. In the 
event of inclement weather, the service will be held 
in the church. 

 

GENERAL CONFESSION: is  
normally held on the last Saturday of each month 
(except for lenten periods) following Great Vespers. 
All regular communicants should make every effort 
to attend each General Confession. The next Gen-
eral Confession will be held one week earlier on 
Saturday, May 24th. 
 

SPECIAL DIOCESAN ASSEM-
BLY & DIOCESAN COUNCIL: 

There will be a  Special Diocesan As-
sembly followed by the Diocesan 
Council at Holy Trinity on Wednes-
day, May 21st starting with Daily 
Vespers at 6:00 pm. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL: Please note that the 
schedule for parish council meetings has been 
adjusted due to the Memorial Day holiday. The May 
meeting will be held on May 19th instead of the last 
Monday of the month. Council members are asked 
to note the change and make every effort to attend 
the meeting. 
 

BAPTISM: On Saturday, 
May 31st at 11:00 a.m. we will  
baptize Kara Leeann Ahern, daugh-
ter of Rebecca & Scott Ahern. 

Archpriest David Koles, Rector 
9 Frankie Lane 

Terryville, CT 06786 
Phone: 860-573-0013 

Email: frdavid@htocnb.org 
� �

The May monthly charity collection is 
for the CT Veterans Home & Hospital in Rocky Hill. 
During this month we remember on Memorial Day 
all those who have given their lives in defense of this 
country. Let us help those who are still with us who 

are in need of our abundance. 
Please be generous by using the 
envelopes provided in our 
monthly mailing. 
 

CHURCH RENOVATION     
          UPDATE: 
A systematic plan has been developed to address the 
problems in the following manner: 
 
¨ � Replace ceiling tiles downstairs [winter ‘07 - ‘08] 
¨ � Paint the downstairs [winter ‘08] 
¨ Complete the downstairs area with new indoor/

outdoor carpet, with tile to cover the area of the cof-
fee hour set-up [summer ‘08] 

¨ Repair and re-plaster the interior church walls 
[summer - fall ‘09] 

¨ Paint the interior of the church. 
 
As you review the points listed above, one 
can see that the additional expenses are yet 
to be determined. But it is important to re-
member that our church building is ap-
proaching the 100 year mark in 2013, not 
to be confused with the 100th anniversary 
of the parish in 2002. 
 
Many have contributed to the Hundred 
Plus Club to honor the hundred plus years 



since our founding. Individuals may join by making dona-
tions to the building fund in denominations of $100. This 
will be in addition to one's annual pledge. The funds will 
be used solely for the purpose of renovating our church 
building.  

 
During 2008 we collected $ 200.00.  

 
JOIN THE ���  ����������

�
 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries      
          in MAY:  

 
  3 Diane Karabin    1949 
  4 Gale Dilger    1961 
17 Mary Bogdan    1913 
17 Fr. John Dresko   1957 
18 Melissa Dresko    1983 
30 Tessa Karabin    1982 
31 Matthew Ferrandino  1988 
31 Francis Myszka   1995   
31 Andrew Wykes    2005  
 
  8 Peter & Diane Steffick   1971  
20 Gabriel & Nadine Cabrera  1978 
21 Enrico & Ellen Santoro   1983 
24 Ed & Olga Skotmicki   1940 
25 Kevin & Leslie Delaney  2003 

 
 

 
 
 
“WHEN I WAS SICK YOU CAME TO ME” 
The following parishioners (and friends) are now home-
bound or in long-term care facilities. If there are any 
names missing, please inform Fr. David. The regular 
schedule of visitations is included on the monthly 
calendar. Parishioners are welcomed and encouraged to 
make regular visitations to nursing homes and shut-ins. 
Our loved ones NEED to feel connected to their parish 
family. 
 

Jerome Home, New Britain 
Sadie Albino 
Ann Laska 

 

Newington Care, Newington 
Mary Salina 

 
Ledgecrest Nursing Home, Berlin 

Natasha Zaiko 
Nicholas Zamayduk 

 
Walnut Hill, New Britain 

Agnes Makula 
Olga Skotnicki 
Mary Cherpak 

 
Middlewoods, Newington 

Jennie Skovich 
 

Atrium at Rocky Hill 
Jean Prusik 

 
Brittany Farms, New Britain 

Olga Halajko 
 

St. Lucian Residence, New Britain 
Mary Kotrady 

 
Arden Courts, Avon 

Mildred Dobrowolski 
 

At Home: Mary Bogdan, Anne Cherpak, Mary Glowacki,  
Sophie Johnson, Helen Karabin, Susan Labas, Mary 
Roman and Zenaida Zapatka. 
 
 
 
 
 
PARISH DIPTYCHS 
Please remember our departed brothers and sisters in your 
prayers. 
 
��������	
����
�
�	���� � � ��� � � �
�������
�������
������
��
�� � � ������ � �
���������
��	
����
�����	���� � � � ���� � � �
������� �
!�����
	�"
��
���� � � �  ��� � � �
���������
���������	
���
���������
��� ���� � � �����������
� ����
��� 1921 - 1956�
�����������
�������������
����� � � �����������
� ����
��� 1964 - 1966�
#�$
��
����
��
���� � � � ��� � � �
�������%�
������������
���&����������  ��
�	� � �
���������
�
���'������ � � � � �%� � � �
�� ��� ��
����

���
	����� � � � �%� � � �
�� ������
(��
��
����)���� � � � %��� � � �
�� ���*%�
(���
+�,
���
��� � � � � � � � �
�������-�
�
� �  



(��
�.��
����� � � � � *��� � � �
���������
�
�
��/
	�
��
0�&�1�� � � � % �� � � �
������*��
(���
�2#�$
3�4
	��
������� � � � � �
������% �
.
��
���
������������� � � ���� � � �
��*������
�����&�������� � � � � ���� � � �
��*���*%�
5
�
�'	��
����	���� � � � ���� � � �
��*���%��
��
	
��.�������� � � � *��� � � �
��%����*�
(��
�4��66�� � � � � ���� � � �
��%���*��
/�6����
�.
�������� � �  ��� � � �
���������
��������6
�0�&�1�� � � � *��� � � �
������*��
&�
��
��.���
�)�� � � � ��� � � �
������%��
�������
��������
��� � � ��� � � �
���-���-��
������(���
+�������� � � ��+�	�� � �
���-������
�
�
���
��
���� � � � � ���� � � �
���-������
5
�
����
��
�
��� � � � *-� � � �
���-���*��
7����
����������� � � � *��� � � �
���-���%-�
7
��
��(����� � � � � � � � � �
���-���%-�
����

��.
�
6���� � � � ���� � � �
������� ��
4�
$����&��$�� � � � � �%�� � � �
����������
������5�
������.��
������� � ��� � � �
����������
8
����(����
�� � � � � %%�� � � �
������� ��
������!�����
	��
�������� � �-����� � �
��� ������
������!�����
	��
��	��	���� � ������ � �
��� ������
������8
��
�8������� � � ������ � �
��� ����*�
�
��������
��� � � � � �%�� � � �
��� ������
������9�$
��
������� � � ��+�	�� � �
����������
(��
�'
��������� � � � � � � �
����������
�
�
���
��	��	���� � � � �-�� � � �
�������*%�
���	�
��������)������� � � ���� � � �
�������%��
(���
������ � � � � � � � � �
�������%��
(�
:
��
���
�
����� � � � %�� � � �
�������%��
4
��$
�.���
����� � � � %�� � � �
���%����-�
�������
���&���������� � � %���� � �
����������
������.������
������� � � ����� � �
����������
�
��
���
��
��
���� � � � �-��� � �
����������
�
����
�&
�
����� � � � � ���� � � �
������--��
.
��
���
�&
�
������ � � �*�� � � �
���-������
/���	
����
�� � � � � � � � �
���-��--��
(�
:
��
��&�
������� � � ���� � � �
���-��--��
�����'���
��� � � � �  �� � � �
����������
7
	����,
���0���1�� � � �  �� � � �
��������-�
9��
��
����� � � � � � �*� � � �
������� ��
5�
������8�6��	����� � � *�� � � �
����������
&�
��
��8
����� � � � � � � �
�������%��
/
������
+	����� � � � � � � �
�������%��
�
		
��
)����� � � � � * � � � �
��������*�
�
+
����1�;�	�
��� � � � � � � �
��� ���%��
!
�
)��
�.
����� � � � %��� � � �
�������*-�
9�	��
��
��
��������� � � ���� � � �
���*������
������&
����.��	��� � � � ����� � �
���*��� ��
�
�$��
��	�
���� � � � � ���� � � �
���*��---�
������(��
��
�
	
������� � ����� � �
���%������
�����.
������ � � � � �*�� � � �
���%������

4
��$
����6
��� � � � � � � � �
���%���%��
�
��
���
�9��
���� � � � ��� � � �
���%����%�
�
�
��
�&�
�
����� � � � %��� � � �
����������
�
���.���)��� � � � � ���� � � �
������� *�
&�
�
�.��
��� � � � �  ��� � � �
����������
&�
��
���
�/
�6
�$�� � � ���� � � �
������-- �
������#�$
��
���������� � �  ����� � �
��������-�

 
SUNDAYS IN MAY:   

 
Saint Thomas Sunday 
The Sunday after Pascha, called the Second Sunday, is 
thus the eighth day of the paschal celebration, the last day 
of Bright Week. It is therefore called the Antipascha, and 
it was only on this day in the early church that the newly-
baptized Christians removed their robes and entered once 
again into the life of this world. 
 
This day is dedicated to the Apostle 
Thomas who was not present when 
Jesus first showed Himself to His 
disciples after the Resurrection. The 
Church remembers the gathering of 
the disciples and celebrates Thomas’ 
confession: “My Lord and My God” 
and Our Lords response “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” We 
have not seen Christ with our physical eyes nor touched 
his risen body with our physical hands, yet in the Holy 
Spirit we have seen and touched and tasted the Word of 
Life (1John 1:1-4), and so we believe. 

� �



The Myrrhbearing Women 
The third Sunday after Pascha is dedicated to the myr-
rhbearing women who cared for the body of the Savior at 
his death and who were the first witnesses of his Resur-
rection. The three troparia of Holy Friday are sung once 
again and form the theme of the day.  
 
The Paralytic  
The fourth Sunday after Pascha is dedicated to Christ’s 
healing of the paralytic. The man was healed by Christ 

while waiting to be put down into the 
water. The Jews believed that when the 
waters at the pool of Bethsantha were 
“moving”, God was present with his 
healing powers and the first on in after 
the movement would be healed. It is 
through our baptism in the Church that 
we, too, are healed and we are told, to-

gether with the paralytic, to "sin no more that nothing 
worse befall you." (John 5:14)  end.” 
 
The Feast of Mid-Pentecost  
In the middle of this fourth week, the middle day between 
Pascha and Pentecost is solemnly celebrated. It is called 
the feast of Mid-Pentecost, at which Christ, “in the mid-
dle of the feast” taught men of His saving mission and 
offers to all “the waters of immortality” (John 7:14) 
Again we are reminded of the Masters presence and of his 
saving promise: "If anyone is thirsty let  him come to me 
and drink." (John 7: 37) We think once again of our bap-
tism: namely, our participation in the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ, and our reception of the Holy Spirit from 
Him in Chrismation. We look back to Pascha and we look 
forward to Pentecost. We know that we belong to that 
kingdom of the Risen Christ where "the Spirit and the 
Bride say, 'Come!' And let him who is thirsty come, let 
him who desires take the water of life without price." 
(Revelation 22:17, Isaiah 55':1)  
�
Samaritan Woman  
The fifth Sunday after Pascha deals with the woman of 
Samaria with whom Christ spoke at Jacob's Well. (John 
4) Again the theme is the "living water" and the recogni-
tion of Jesus as God's Messiah. (John 4: 10-11; 25-26) 
We are reminded of our new life in 
him, of our own drinking of the "living 
water,” of our own true worship of God 
in the Christian messianic age "in 
Spirit and in Truth" (John 4:23-24) We 
see as that salvation is offered to all: 
Jews and Gentiles, men and women, 
saints and sinners.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pledging to Give in Stewardship  
 

The phrase “Pledging to Give in Stewardship,”—rightly 
and fully understood from the Orthodox Christian 
perspective—contains a message that is critical to our 
faith. [continued from February 2008] 

 
"For Those Who Would Give, God Will Provide"  

 
Every year on the 18th Sunday of Pentecost, the Epistle 
reading, (2 Corinthians 9: 6-11), helps us learn about 
“Pledging to Give in Stewardship.” In many parishes, this 
Sunday falls somewhere in the middle of pledging “prime 
time.”  
 
In A.D. 54-55, the Church in Jerusalem was suffering 
harsh poverty. Paul was raising money for them. The 
church in Corinth had pledged to give a sum of money for 
the relief effort. Paul boasted about the Corinthian pledge 
to the Macedonian Christians who responded with their 
own pledge and substantial collections. In an example of 
the proper sequence for all pledging efforts, the Macedo-
nians “… first gave themselves to the Lord and then to us 
by the will of God” (2 Corinthians. 8:5). However, the 
Corinthians were dragging their feet when it was time to 
fulfill their pledge. 
 
Giving Benefits Us. So, Paul reminded the Corinthians, 
and reminds us, that we can never give more than God, 
Who gives us whatever we have to give, and Who tells us 
specifically we are to give back “tithes and offer-
ings” (Malachi 3:8-10). Giving is for our own good, ac-
cruing spiritual blessings for us. Paul uses crops to teach 
this. “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let 
each one give . . . not grudgingly or of 'compulsion,' for 
God loves a cheerful giver."  
 
God Will Provide. Paul writes, “God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you, that you, always having all suf-
ficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every 
good work” (verse 8). God gives to us because He wants 
us to have to have more than enough to give to His good 
works! Praise God from Whom all blessings flow! 
 

 
 � �



The History of Stewardship  
 

Stewardship has a long history in the Church. Four thou-
sand years ago, Abraham tithed as recorded in the first 
pages of the Bible (see Genesis 14:18-20). Offerings ap-
pear even earlier (see Genesis 4:3-4).  
 
In the book, Good and Faithful Servant: Stewardship in 
the Orthodox Church, Dr. John Erickson of St. Vladimir's 
Seminary, explains why the faithful from traditionally 
Orthodox countries have trouble adjusting to stewardship. 
In the 19th  and 20th  centuries, the governments of Greece, 
Russia, Serbia, to name a few, were Orthodox. This 
meant the Church was supported by the State, which was 
supported by the taxes of the people. As Jaroslav Pelikan 
has said, “Before the 324 A.D. Byzantine Emperor, stew-
ardship might have meant giving your life; after Constan-
tine, stewardship consisted of paying your taxes.”  
 
Taxation is not God’s way of providing for His Church--it 
robs us of the chance to choose to give. Because of state-
supported churches, Orthodox who migrated to America 
had lost the idea of “tithes and offerings”! A further fi-
nancial blow to the churches in the new world occurred 
after the Russian Revolution of 1917. Russia stopped 
sending support to the Orthodox Churches in America. 
By the 1920's parishes had adopted the methods of social 
clubs and charities, namely, “dues and fundraisers."  
 
Those who tithe have given God top priority in their lives, 
and have placed themselves squarely in His hands. They 
have discovered the peace that comes from trusting God, 
and being in the center of His will.  
 

Tithes and Offerings  
 

There are two ways to give that are directed by God in the 
Old and New Testaments and by the Holy Fathers: tithes 
and offerings. This week we'll focus on tithes which or-
dinarily are pledged annually.  
 
Tithing is the regular, proportional giving of 10% of per-
sonal income to the parish for the general operating fund, 
and to support the works of the Church, including charity. 
Tithing does not take the place of other forms of giving 
(offerings), nor do the other forms of giving ever take the 
place of tithing. God calls us to give “tithes AND offer-
ings” not “tithes OR offerings”!  
 
Ten Percent. To begin, you need to think about two 
things; first, how to find 10%. In order to determine ten 
percent of any amount, move the decimal point one place 
to the left. For example, a tithe of $100 looks like this: 
$10.0, in other words, $10. Your tithe can be found by 

looking at the bottom line of the first page of your IRS 
Form 1040--move the decimal point one place to the left 
and you have your annual tithe.  
 
Getting Started. If your contribution to the parish has not 
been anywhere near a tithe, you have two choices, going 
"cold turkey," or going slow and steady. Going "cold tur-
key” involves immediate tithing--placing God first in 
your life and walking in faith, attentive to the steps God 
wants you to take as he reshapes your finances. Is this 
“putting God to the test?” Yes. God orders everyone to do 
this in Scripture--concerning tithes only (see Malachi 
3:10).  
 
You can also make a plan to slowly and steadily move 
toward tithing, if you are too nervous to go “cold turkey.” 
Find 1% of your income by moving the decimal place in 
your net income two places to the left. Multiply that 
amount by 2. Pledge 2% of your income this year, adding 
two percent every year. Grow in trust. Grow into a deeper 
relationship with God. 

___  
 
Pledging to Give in Stewardship  
We continue to consider pledging (promising) to give (to transfer in 
love for free) in stewardship (as those who manage value in trust for 
the true owner).  
 
From the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese web-site - 
http://www.antiochian.org/node/16515 
  

 
The March 2008 Parish Council meeting was held in 
the church hall on Monday, March 31, 2008. Warden Paul 
Salina called the meeting to order at 7pm. The meeting 
began with an opening prayer “O Heavenly King”. 
 
Pastor’s Report    Father David gave the metrical statis-
tics for the first quarter - 2 births, 1 baptism and 5 funer-
als. Father David also thanked all the people who painted 
the walls in the church school area and who helped make 
vareniki. Lent is going “normal”. 
 
Secretary’s Report   There is a correction to the Febru-
ary minutes - Sonya Matyczyk will NOT be retiring from 
decorating the cross only for Christmas and Pascha flow-
ers. Motion to accept the February minutes as corrected 
Marion Bichum/Nelson Potter. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report   George Ludko reported that Dan 
Bradanini has audited January 2008. 
 
February   income       $12,393.00       (large expenses 
            - utilities,  � �



         water bill 
                    Expense   $16,239.17    All-American   
         council assessment, 
                    Exp/ins   ($  3,846.17)   candles, fair share,  
                withholding & soc. sec) 
 
February charity   $389.00  Martha and Mary House 
Accepted the February report pending audit. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Caretaker’s home: Paul Salina reported that final cleanup 
will be done by April 14. 
Parishioners will have first option to purchase the Beaver 
St. home at $131K-if there is no interest from the parish, 
the house will be listed to the public-we want to try to sell 
without a realtor involved. 
Sunday School Refurbish Project: The floors are still dry 
through out all the rain we have recently had.  David Bar-
tos has scheduled some people to come and measure for 
carpeting and flooring in the kitchen and coffee hour table 
areas so we can get some quotes. Paul Salina has con-
tacted Bill Kapura for the kitchen sink room repairs. He 
received a quote of $6131.84 to remove and replace the 
counter, remove and reset the sink, cut away the damaged 
sheet rock and replace, to replace GFI electrical outlets 
and install a sump pump. It was felt that the addition of a 
sump pump would be an added safety feature in the event 
of any excessive rain. Also, the pump would be good 
since we have no floor drain in the kitchen. Motion to 
accept this proposal Dan Bradanini/Diane Polzun, Motion 
carried. We will look into some type of shelving for under 
the counter. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Charity for May: Veterans Home & Hospital in Rocky 
Hill 
Matyczyk Family Proposal/Landscaping Enhancement of 
Circle at Cemetery: Sonya Matyczyk approached Paul 
Salina to request that funds donated in memory of her 
sisters (Lillian Maddaluno and Louise Bechum) be used 
to enhance the circle at the cemetery. She will get a pro-
posal and submit a final plan for approval. 
Spring Cleaning: Our annual pre-Paschal interior church 
clean up is April 12 at 8:30 a.m. Outside cleanup will be-
gin on Monday April 14. A dumpster will be delivered 
and be parked in the handicap area. The garage will be 
cleaned up, bushes trimmed and anything remaining at 
the Beaver St. home will be removed. 
 
From the floor 
Front Apartment: The toilet is leaking in the front apart-
ment and needs to be replaced. One estimate received 
seems rather high - Diane Dounouk knows a plumber and 

will contact him for estimate. Also, the tenant will retile 
the floor and we will pay for materials. 
Paul Salina advised that a parishioner has approached him 
and has requested the use of the kitchen about once a 
month or so as she begins a small catering business. The 
council has given approval indicating rather than 
“charging” her that she should just make a donation. It 
was also suggested that after all repairs etc are completed 
that we have the health department come in for an inspec-
tion. 
The men at the candle stand will escort people (especially 
women and children) who leave during the church service 
to use the lavatories. The outside doors to the Sunday 
school are unlocked during services and we have no way 
to monitor any non-parishioners from entering the down-
stairs area. This will be done purely as a precaution. 
 
ADJOURNMENT   Motion to adjourn at 7:45pm  
Marion Bichun.  The meeting concluded with “It is Truly 
Meet”. 
 
Next meeting    Monday April 28, 2008  7pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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We are a 24 hour a day Orthodox internet radio 
station featuring the liturgical music and chants of 
the Church, quotes from the Fathers, lives of the 
saints, interviews, lectures, podcasts and more.  

http://www.ancientfaithradio.com 

The Ark is a 24 hour, 7 day a week Internet media ministry that 
features Orthodox Christian music and more.  The Ark features 
Orthodox Christian musical artists like Eikona, Fr. Peter Gilquist, 

Jimmy Santis, Andrew Anthony, and many others. 
Plus, there is programming throughout the day that 
teaches the faith and declares the timeless beauty of 
our Orthodox Christian Church. 

http://www.receive.org 

The Path is a 10 minute broadcast by Fr. Thomas Soroka heard 3 times 
daily on Ancient Faith Radio and also available as a Pod-
cast for download into your Ipod® or other MP3 player. It 
is now heard daily at 8:00 am ET, 12:30 pm ET and 11:00 
pm ET Monday through Friday. 

Speaking the Truth in Love is a podcast by Fr. Tom 
Hopko which provides a compelling commentary on 
Christian belief and behavior. It is also available as a 
Podcast for download into your Ipod® or other MP3 
player or listen on-line anytime. 


