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Monthly Newsletter of

HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH

305 Washington Street « PO Box 2876 * New Britain, CT 06050-2876

www.htocnb.org

PARISH COUNCIL:The combined summer- CHURCH RENOVATION

time meeting of the council will be held on the last Monday .
of the month, August 27th. All Council members are ask%\d U PDATE

to make every effort to attend the meeting. systematic plan has been developed to address the prob-

lems in the following manner:

GENERAL CONFESSION:is normally - Removal of the two trees in front of the church (along

held on the last Saturday of each month (except for lenten Wwith two at the front of the rectory07

periods) following Great Vespers. All regular communi- Clean gutters of all debris/07

cants should make every effort to attend each General Con-Professionally have all down spouts, rear curtain drain

fession. The next General Confession will be held on Satur- clean-outs and lines inspected and

day, July 28th. snaked all the way to the main drain
pipe in the streefluly - Aug 07]

The Ju|y - August monthly Charity ) Have designated roof and cupola

collection is to assist Fr. Vladimir & Matushka Suzanne - E)_em?ﬁ?e of water in church
Aleandro, Pastor of Christ the Savior Church, Southbury, kitchen and add sump pump or allevi
CT and DEAN of the Connecticut Deanery, as they partici- 4 problem from the outsidéuly -
pate in the Orthodox Christian Mission Center’'s Mission Aug 07]

Construction Team to Kenya. 150 individuals were recently once it is determined that the outsid
catechized and baptized and are now worshipping without ayaier problems have been addresse
permanent church in Northern Kenya. The team will work repair and re-plaster the interior chur
alongside Kenyans of Lodwar to build a Church in a remote 415

region where people from the Turkana tribe live. Evening  paint the interior of the church
catechism will also be a part of this Team’s goal. Paint the downstairs and replace
Fr.Vladimir will be the ceiling tiles

team leader for the first Complete the downstairs area with new indoor/outdoor

of two teams traveling to carpet, with tile to cover the area of the coffee hour set-
Kenya during July and up

August.

As you review the points listed above, one can see that the
additional expenses are yet to be determined. But it is impor-
tant to remember that our church building is approaching

UCONN Football:he time has come to ordethe100 year mark in 2013, not to be confused with the 100th

tickets for our Tailgate party at Rentschler @nniversary of the parish in 2002.

Field. We will be going to the Saturday, .
September 29th game against the Universi{2nY have contributed to the Hundred Plus Club to honor

of Akron Zips. the hundred plus years since our founding. Individuals may

Visit the OCMC website at http://www.ocmc.org

Please see Matushka Melanie

during coffee hour in July to order tickets Archpriest David Koles, Rector
and to add to the menu. As soon as we get 9 Frankie Lane

an accurate count group tickets can be pur- Terryville, CT 06786
chased. Phone: 860-573-0013

Email: frdavid@htocnb.org




join by making donations to the building fund in denomina- Atrium At Rocky Hill

tions of $100. This will be in addition to one's annual Jean Prusik
pledge. The funds will be used solely for the purpose of
renovating our church building. Ledgecrest Nursing Home, Berlin
Natasha Zaiko
As of this printing we have collected $ 1900.00. Nicholas Zamayduk
Brittany Farms, New Britain
JOIN THE Olga Halajko
Arden Courts, Avon
Birthdays & Anniversaries in JULY: Mildred Dobrowolski

Ingraham Manor, Bristol

4 David Ferrandino Eulah (Julianna) Chesky

8 Olga Skotnicki
13 Zenaida Sotnick
14 Mat. Melanie; Gavin Wykes
30 Vera Luzietti
31 Fr. David; Ann Cook

At Home:Mary Bogdan, Anne Cherpak, Mary Glowacki,
Helen Karabin, Susan Labas, Lillian Maddaluno, Mary
Roman, Maria Stregotsky, and Zenaida Zapatka.

1 Richard & Jennifer Wykes 2001
5 James & Dori Ann Kumor 2002
6 Joseph & Alicyn Pulcini 1997

10 Alex & Diane Polzun 1971

12 Francis & Irene Ferrandino 1980

28 Adam & Danielle Salina 2000

" #

“‘WHEN | WAS SICK YOU CAME TO ME” s %e #

The following parishioners (and friends) are now home-
bound or in long-term care facilities. If there are any names
missing, please inform Fr. David. The regular schedule of
visitations is included on the monthly calendar. Parishioners
are welcomed and encouraged to make regular visitationEARISH DIPTYCHS

nursing homes and shut-ins. Our loved ones NEED to fe@lease remember our departed brothers and sisters in your

connected to their parish family. prayers.
Walnut Hill, New Britain * 4 ! -,
Agnes Makula / 0& , -,
Olga Skotnicki % 1 & 2 -,
Mary Cherpak %3 % & -
*4 2 -* )
Jerome Home, New Britain $ 34 & * -*5 2
Sadie Albino - 5) -*5 .
Ann Laska % 3 - *5
Anna M. Makula $ & 5 _*' 5
. . 6 7 - *
Middlewoods, Newington 8 79 _*
Jennie Skovich 3 6 ’ -
. _o%x
Newington Care, Newington $ 3:& & ' ) )E )5

Zinaida Sotnick
Mary Salina
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SUNDAYS & FEASTDAYS IN JULY:

Painted in Kazan, Russia, circa 1300 A.D., the highly
venerated and most magnificent of all Russian icons, The
Virgin of Kazan was enshrined in 1630 A.D. in the then
new Kazan Cathedral in Moscow which was built to re-
ceive it in commemoration of the part it played in Prince
Pozharski's 1612 A.D. defeat of the Poles who had over-
run Russia and were entrenched in Moscow.

Except for occasional removals from the Cathedral for
religious services - its unauthorized removal by the mili-
tary to the battle lines for venera-
tion by the Russian troops which
led to the defeat of Napoleon and
the rout of the French from Mos-
cow being one of the more noted
- this miracle icon of Russia re-
mained in the Cathedral in the
place of honor on the iconostas,
to the left of the Royal Doors,
when, following the Bolshevik
Revolution of 1917 A.D., the
icon fell into private hands along
with many other famous religious and art treasures which
were sold by the Bolsheviks to raise funds to finance the
revolution.

The Rizza, covering the entire icon except for the heads
of the Virgin and Child, contains over a thousand jewels
contributed by the faithful in thanksgiving for favors
granted, particularly cures relating to eyesight with which
the emeralds are associated, is as exquisite in its work-
manship and detail as the painting and was made circa
1600 A.D.

Troparion - Tone 4

O Tender-hearted defender, Mother of our Lord,
Intercede for us before your Son, Christ our God!
Save all who hasten to take shelter



Under your strong protection! asking you to pray for all Orthodox Christians of Russia
Defend, O Mistress, Empress and Lady, and for us, your spiritual children.

All who in danger or misfortune,

Or weakened with the malady of many sins !

Stand before Your holy Image

Praying with tears and humble mind, The Pochaev Icon of the Mother of God is among the
Repentant heart and invincible hope. most venerable sacred items of the Orthodox Church. Lo-
Free them from all evil; give them the grace they needcated at the Dormition Cathedral, Pochaev, Ukraine, the
And save us all, O Virgin Mother of God, icon is renowned throughout the

For you are the divine refuge of your followers! Slavic world and is venerated by

Orthodox Christians throughout the
world. Christians of other confes-
sions also come to venerate the

Saint Vladimir was the grand prince of Kiev who con- wonderworking image of the Most
verted to Orthodox Christianity in 988, and proceeded to Holy Theotokos, together with the
baptize the whole Kievan Rus. Orthodox. The wonderworking

icon has been kept at the Pochaev
The Primary Chronicle reports that in the year 987, as the Lavra, an ancient bastion of Ortho-
result of a consultation with his boyars, Vladimir sent doxy, for about 400 years.

envoys to study the religions of the various neighboring
nations whose representatives had been urging him tolroparion - Tone 5
embrace their respective faiths. The
result is amusingly described by the Those who pray before your holy icon, O Lady,
chronicler Nestor. Of the Muslim BulAre vouchsafed healing and receive the knowledge of the

garians of the Volga the envoys re- true faith,
ported there is no gladness among And they repel the attacks of the Hagarenes.
them; only sorrow and a great stencH,herefore entreat remission of sins
and that their religion was undesirabfeor us who fall down before you.
due to its taboo against alcoholic be\enlighten our hearts to thoughts of piety,
erages and pork; supposedly, Vladinfnd raise a prayer to your Son to save our souls.
said on that occasiotDrinking is the
joy of the Rus.’Russian sources also "#3 %& ' (%)
describe Vladimir consulting with Jewish envoys and  * +
guestioning them about their religion but ultimately re-
jecting it, saying that their loss of Jerusalem was evidepgelacob was the first Orthodox priest of
of their having been abandoned by God. Ultimately  Native American background and a co-
Vladimir settled on Christianity. In the churches of the worker of St. Innocent in missionary work,
Germans his emissaries saw no beauty; but at Constaggpecially in the field of translation. He
ople, where the full festival ritual of the Byzantine evangelized the Yupik Eskimos and Atha-
Church was set in motion they found their id8&fe no  pascan peoples of western Alaska.
longer knew whether we were in heaven or on earth,”
they reported, describing a majestic Divine Liturgy in  Troparion - Tone 4
Hagia Sophia,rfior such beauty, and we know not how to

tell of it.” O righteous Father Jacob,
Adornment of Atka and the Yukon Delta;
Troparion - Tone 4 You offered yourself as a living sacrifice
To bring light to a searching people.
Holy Prince Vladimir, Offspring of Russian America,
you were like a merchant in search of fine pearls. Flower of brotherly unity,
By sending servants to Constantinople for the Orthodo¥ealer of sickness and terror of demons:
Faith, you found Christ, the priceless pearl. O Holy Father Jacob,
He appointed you to be another Paul, Pray to Christ God that our souls may be saved.
washing away in baptism your physical and spiritual
blindness.

We celebrate your memory,



are adorned with royal robes and the
weapons of the Spirit. Those who r
ceive Communion receive the very
King Himself.

Do you see what graces you receiv
you commune frequently? Do you s
how the mind becomes radiant,

ON HOLY COMMUNION, thoughts shine, and all the powers of
THE PURIFYING TREASURE the soul are purified with frequent Communion? If you
(Collected from St. Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain) love mortifying the fleshly passions, commune frequently
[Reprinted fromOrthodox Life, 1983, No.5.] and you will delight.
“With the fear of God, faith and love draw near”  \jithout frequent Communion we will not be able to free
urselves from the passions nor raise ourselves to, the

We shall prove from scriptural and patristic withesses
it is necessary for the faithful and Orthodox Christians to
receive the Body and Blood of Our Lofd frequgntly And if we do not partake frequently -- if possible, even
throughout our lives, so long as there is no objection fr&gﬂy - of the precious Body and Blood of Our Lord, then
our spiritual father, and that frequent Communion Pro- e will not be able to escape the devil. ’
duces great benefits for the soul and body; while delaying

this, on the contrary, produces many harmful and dest
tive results.

bhts of sobriety.

f\”ghy invent all kinds of virtues and think that just by
doing these without frequent Communion, they will be

saved -- which is utterly impossible, since they do not

The commentary on the eighth and ninth Apostolic CaWsh to obey God's wili and commune frequently and to

ons emphasizes: “The commands of f[hese canons ar&yfgy, the Church’s standard for every festal Liturgy.
strict and severe, for they excommunicate those who

come to the Liturgy but not remain until the end and tal
Communion. And other canons of the councils commaj
the same: Namely, that it is wholly proper and approprigt
to receive Communion.”

be loved by Christ through frequent Communion of
holy Body and Blood, makes it impossible [for us] not
fove everyone.

How can you love other good things, O Christian, and not

When the Christian communes, what mind could undeffequently receive Communion? Would you like to enjoy

stanq th’?e gifts and graces he enjoys after the _D?ivine Cé’g&h day? Would you like to have Pascha and rejoice with
munion? How can our feeble tongue express it ineffable joy at the end of life? Then run frequently to the
Mystery and receive it with proper preparation, so that

you may rejoice.

Anyone who does not commune frequen
is following the opposite way, for he is n
sealed with the precious Blood of the Lor
as St. Gregory the Theologian states.

And so, my brethren, if we do as our Holy The May 2007 Parish Council meetingvas held in the
Fathers direct and receive frequently, we have not onlghyrch hall on Monday, May 21, 2007. Warden Paul Salina
the cooperation and help of divine grace during this teglyjled the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was

poral life, we also have the assistance of the angels ofnoted. The meeting began with the “Troparion of Ascen-
God and of Him who is the Lord of the angels. sion”.

This Blood of the Lord is salvation for our souls; with itPastor's Report Father David has been visiting our ceme-
the soul rejoices, with it, it is beautified, it is warmed; thésy and speaking to John Baraglia to get the records in or-
Blood makes the mind shine more brightly than the ligler. He visited the shut-ins during the Paschal season and
it makes the soul more beautieven showed some of Paul’s photos on his daughter’s laptop
ful than gold. Those who par-at the Jerome Home. Nancy Martin advised Father that we
take of this Body stand with have 60 pledges on file and that is 72 adults (we have 140
the angels and archangels andnits receiving envelopes). Father has also sent letters to
the powers above; with it theysome of the “missing” parishioners to try and see where

they stand.




Secretary’s ReportMotion to accept the April 2007 min- NEW BUSINESS
utes as submitted Marion Bichun/Nelson Potter. Motion Charity for July/AugustMotion to have July/August charity

carried. to assist in Father Vladimir and his wife’s trip to Kenya to
work with the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (July 5-

Financial Report Aug 2) with $300 being allocated at this time and the re-

April 2007 income $56,314.21 (Large expenses mainder to be sent at a later date Marion Bichun/Ann

included—repairs to Myszka. Motion carried.
Beaver St. house, Landscaping Proposal/re-seed area of removed ®Pees:
Expense $26,038.31 candles, gas, Salina did receive a bid from Josh Karabin for $1140 to re-
electric, insurance, move the chips from the stump grinding areas, rake in 15
Bank Charge $ 75.00 fair share, Soc. s of topsoil and reseed. We will hold off at this time

& with-holding) until all outside work on the building is completed. It was
Inc/Exp $30,200.90 also suggested to have the area around the sign landscaped-
We need volunteers?
April Charity Operation Fuel $377.00 From the floor
*FOS donationit was discussed that we have budgeted
Budget Summary: Income  $88,137.91 $2000 for our FOS donation. We are still concerned about
Expense $70,861.43 what is happening at the National Level of the church and
Inc/exp  $17,276.48 the parish council has decided it would be best to “hold-off”

Dan Bradanini audited April 2007. Motion to accept the sending our donation at this time-until there are some an-
April 2007 audited report Diane Polzun/Peter Steffick. Mswers or resolution.

tion carried. *Reunification of Russian Churclnn Myszka asked about
the resent unification of the Russian Orthodox Church
OLD BUSINESS (Moscow Patriarchate) and the Russian Orthodox Church

*Caretaker's houseé?aul Salina did meet with Bill Kapura Outside of Russia (ROCOR). Father David explained that on
and went through the house. The repairs will cost approXascension Thursday a document of restoration of commun-
$51K. The estimate does include re-plastering the wallsitithad been signed between Metropolitan Laurus of RO-
sheetrock will be used to allow for the refurbishing of eacBOR and Patriarch Alexei Il the MP before the Festal Di-
room including repainting walls and ceilings. The pantry vine Liturgy. The hierarchs, clergy and faithful celebrated
may be opened up and some windows repaired and/or rdegether for the first time in over 80 years.

placed. *Scholarship InfoMarion Bichum had some info and the
*Roof: Bostwick has completed the roof repairs and the dBitidgeport parish was sending her more. She also had a
side painting. A special parish council meeting held yesteopy of their bulletin that showed how envelopes for the
day approved $8K to have the church power washed andExtras” are appropriated. This will be shared with Barbara
waterproofed. This decision was made quickly as the refatrill and Ellen Santoro.

of the lift was expiring at the end of May. Dan Bradanini *New membersAnn Myszka suggested as new families

has been supervising the job and is pleased with the workecome members of our parish that Father David put an an-
being done. nouncement welcoming the family to HTOC and include a
*Directory Update:There is still time to get your photo in blurb about the family in the bulletin. Father said if they give
the directory if you missed the sitting times. You may golion a short biography he can put it in the monthly newslet-
the studio in Middletown or submit a photo you have. Sedger.

the weekly bulletin for more info. Approximately 53 fami-

lies had their photos taken. ADJOURNMENT:Motion to adjourn at 7:59 pm by George
*June-Acknowledge high school/college gradualsre- Ludko. The meeting concluded with the “Hymn to the The-
port. otokos” for the Feast of Ascension.

*Project Management Review.aul Salina went over the

project management review list (a copy is on file with theNEXT MEETING June 25, 2007 7:00 pm
secretary). Paul Salina will have George Matyczyk get

someone to replace the front door lock. Mark Myszka andespectfully submitted,
Ed Bichun will be painting the parking lot lines Thursday.

Ann Myszka will go thru the parish activity surveys that

have been returned. Apparently, most parishioners are Phyllis Bartos

pleased with the look of the church after the tree removal.

*Pentecostis this weekend- Parishioners may bring

greens/branches to decorate the church before Vespers.

*From the floor: - nothing




