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Monthly Newsletter of

HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH

305 Washington Street « PO Box 2876 * New Britain, CT 06050-2876

www.htocnb.org

DORMITION FAST: The fast in prepara- GENERAL CONFESSION:s normally

tion for the Great and Holy Feast of the Dormition of tt@ld on the last Saturday of each month (except for lenten

Theotokos begins on August 1st and ends with the ceperiods) following Great Vespers. All regular communi-

bration of the festal liturgy on August 15th. cants should make every effort to attend each General
Confession. The next General Confession will be held on

UCONN Football:the time has come to orde?aturday’ August 25th.
tickets for our Tailgate party at Rentschler
Field. We will be going to the Saturday, Sep- CHURCH RENOVATION
tember 29th game against the University of UPDATE:

Akron Zips. A systematic plan has been developed to address the prob-

i lems in the following manner:
Please see Matushka Melanie

during coffee hour early in Augusi order - Removal of the two trees in front of the church (along
tickets and to add to the menu. As soon as  with two at the front of the rector)07
we get an accurate count group tickets can Clean gutters of all debrigs/07

be purchased. Professionally have all down spouts, rear curtain drain
clean-outs and lines inspected and snaked all the way to
the main drain pipe in the stre@t07

The JUly - AUgUSt month|y Charity ) Have designated roof and cupola

collection is to assist Fr. Vladimir & Matushka Suzanne .. E)_em?ﬁ?e of water in church kitchen and add
Aleandro, Pastor of Christ the Savior Church, Southbury, SUMD bumDp or alleviate the problem from the outside
CT and DEAN of the Connecticut Deanery, as they partlm- P pump P

[Sept - Oct 07]
pcitr?slt:]atr?i/lgzr:)%dgén- Once it is determined that the outsid

ter's Mission Construc- water problems have been address
tion Team to Kenya. 150 repair and re-plaster the interior chu

walls

individuals were recently Paint the interior of the church
catechized and baptized and are now worshipping W|thout Apint the downstairs and replace
permanent church in Northern Kenya. The team will work ceiling tiles P
alongside Kenyans of Lodwar to build a Church in a remote 9 . .

' o . Complete the downstairs area with
region where people from the Turkana tribe live. Evening new indoor/outdoor carpet. with tile
catechism will also be a part of this Team’s goal. cover the area of the coﬁ‘feé hour se
Fr.Vladimir will be the team leader for the first of two
teams traveling to Kenya during July and August.

As you review the points listed above, o

Visit the OCMC website at _http://www.ocmc.org can see that the additional expenses ar

PARISH COUNCIL:The combined sum-
mertime meeting of the council will be held on the last :
Monday of the month, August 27th. All Council 9 Frankie Lane

members are asked to make every effort to attend the Terryville, CT 06786
meeting. Phone: 860-573-0013

Email: frdavid@htocnb.org

Archpriest David Koles, Rector




to be determined. But it is important to remember that our

church building is approaching the 100 year mark in 2013,
not to be confused with the 100th anniversary of the parish
in 2002.

Many have contributed to the Hundred Plus Club to honor
the hundred plus years since our founding. Individuals may
join by making donations to the building fund in denomina-
tions of $100. This will be in addition to one's annual
pledge. The funds will be used solely for the purpose of
renovating our church building.

As of this printing we have collected $ 2200.00.

JOIN THE

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Middlewoods, Newington
Jennie Skovich

Atrium at Rocky Hill
Jean Prusik

Ledgecrest Nursing Home, Berlin
Natasha Zaiko
Nicholas Zamayduk

Brittany Farms, New Britain
Olga Halajko

Arden Courts, Avon
Mildred Dobrowolski

Ingraham Manor, Bristol
Eulah (Julianna) Chesky

IN AUGUST:: At Home:Mary Bogdan, Anne Cherpak, Mary Glowacki,
Helen Karabin, Susan Labas, Lillian Maddaluno, Mary
Roman, Maria Stregotsky, Sophia Zardecki and Zenaida
Zapatka.

7

8
13
15
24
25

Nicholas Tabakow

Jennie Everson; Irene Ferrandino
Peter Anop 1957

Julia Salina 2005

Karen Bard 1966

Jason Ferrandino 1981

9 George & Maureen Ludko 1969 PARISH DIPTYCHS
16 Paul & Annette Salina 1970 Please remember our departed brothers and sisters in your

“WHEN | WAS SICK YOU CAME TO ME”

The following parishioners (and friends) are now home-

bound or in long-term care facilities. If there are any names | = # $ %
missing, please inform Fr. David. The regular schedule of ¢ | # %
visitations is included on the monthly calendar. Parishioners, (
are_welcome@nd_encourageid make regular visitations to) "
nursing homes and shut-ins. Our loved d4E&D to feel o
connected to their parish family. . & o 0
Yot %
Walnut Hill, New Britain ' % %
Agnes Makula + #
Olga Skotnicki #
Mary Cherpak ) #, #
o &"- #
Jerome Home, New Britain - "_ ] #$
Sadie Albino H#0p
Ann Laska 1 (
Anna M. Makula ) " ’ '
Newington Care, Newington 2 $3
Zinaida Sotnick %3

Mary Salina
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FEAST DAYS IN AUGUST:

The Transfiguration of Christ is one of the central
events recorded in the gospels. Immediately after the Lord
was recognized by his apostles #®e“Christ (Messiah),

the Son of the Living God he told them thatlie must go

up to Jerusalem and suffer many things. . .and be killed
and on the third day be raised’ (Matthew 16) The an-
nouncement of Christ's approaching passion and death was
met with indignation by the disciples. And then, after rebuk-
ing them, the Lord took Peter, James and Joipnté a high
mountain,” by tradition Mount Tabor, and was
“transfigured before them”

In the Transfiguration, the apostles see the glory of the
Kingdom of God present in majesty in the person of Christ.
They see that in him, indeedll'the

fullness of God was pleased to

dwell,” that “in him the whole full-

ness of deity dwells bodily

(Colossians1:19, 2:9) They see this

before the crucifixion so that in the

resurrection they might know who it

is who has suffered for them, and

what it is that this one, who is God,

has prepared for those who love him.

This is what the Church Celebrates in

the feast of the Transfiguration.

MosesandElijah, according to the liturgical verses, are not
only the greatest figures of the Old Testament who now
come to worship the Son of God in glory, they also are not
merely two of the holy men to whom God has revealed him-
self in the prefigurative theophanies of the Old Covenant of
Israel. These two figures actually stand for the Old Testa-
ment itself: Moses for the Law and Elijah for the Prophets.
And Christ is the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets.
(Matthew 5: 17)

They also stand for the living and dead, for Moses died and
his burial place is known, while: Elijah was taken alive into
heaven in order to appear again to announce the time of
God's salvation in Christ the Messiah.

The feast of the Transfiguration is presently celebrated on
the sixth of August, probably for some historical reason. The
summer celebration of the feast, however, has lent itself very
well to the theme of transfiguration. The blessing of grapes,
as well as other fruits and vegetables on this day is the

most beautiful and adequate sign of the final transfigura-



tion of all things in Christ. It signifies the ultimate floweriny the Holy Spirit. All will become temples of the living
and fruitfulness of all creation in the paradise of God's uncod. All will share in the eternal life of His Kingdom who
ending Kingdom of Life where all will be transformed by live the life that Mary lived.
the glory of the Lord.
It is the custom in some churches to bless flowers on the
feast of the Dormition of the Holy Theotokos.

Protopresbyter Thomas Hopko,
The feast of th®ormition or Falling-asleep of the The Orthodox Faith, Volume II: Worship

Theotokosis celebrated on the fifteenth of August, pre- Dept. of Religious Education:OCA 1972
ceded by a two-week fast. This feast, ,which is also some-

times call the Assumption, commemorates the death, resur-

rection and glorification of Christ's mother. It proclaims that

Mary has been “assumed” by God into the heavenly king-

dom of Christ in the fullness of her spiritual and bodily exis-

tence.

As with the nativity of the Virgin and the feast of her en-
trance to the temple, there are no biblical or historical
sources for this feast. The Tradition of the Church is that

Mary died as all people die, not “voluntarily” as her Son, but FROM THE WRITINGS OF

by the necessity of her mortal human nature which is indi- SAINT JOHN OF KRONSTAD,

visibly bound up with the corruption of this world. WONDER-WORKER OF

RUSSIA (+1908)

The Orthodox Church teaches that Mary is without personal

sins. In the Gospel of the feast, however in the liturgical ser- Consciousness, memory,

vices and in the Dormition icon, the Church proclaims as imagination, feeling, and will
well that Mary truIy needed to be saved are he|ps to penitence_ As we
by Christ as all human persons are saved sin with all the powers of our
from the trials, sufferings an death of soul, so penitence must be
this world; and that having truly died, from the whole soul. Penitence

she was raised up by her Son as the
Mother of Life and participates already
in the eternal life of paradise which is
prepared and promised to all whoear
the word of God and keep it’
(Lukel1:27-28)

in words only, without the in-
tention of amendment and
without the feeling of contri-
tion, may be called hypocriti-
cal. Should the consciousness
of sins be obscured, it must be cleared up; should the feel-

Thus, the feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos is the clg-Pe smothered and dulled, it must be roused; should
bration of the fact that all men are “highly exalted” in the the will become blunt and too weak for amendment, it

blessedness of the victorious Christ, and that this high ex&@ust be forcedThe kingdom of heaven has suffered vio-
tation has already been accomplished in Mary the Theotdence, and men of violence take it by force. [Matt. 11:12]
kos. The feast of the Dormition is the sign, the guaranteeConfession must be sincere, deep and full.
and the celebration that Mary's fate is the destiny of all those
of “low estate” whose souls magnify the Lord, whose spiritam only a witness, testifying before Him of all things
rejoice in God the Savior, whose lives are totally dedicateghich you will say. [A prayer from The Order of Confes-
to hearing and keeping the Word of God which is given t&ion] The priests will witness before the Saving Judge on
men in Mary's child, the Savior and Redeemer of the woriHe terrible Day of Judgment concerning sinners, whether
they did or did not repent of these or those sins and they
Finally it must be stressed that in all of the feasts of the \{jjho were penitent will be forgiven. But why is it neces-
gin Mother of God in the Church, the Orthodox Christianssary for God to have witnesses, when he himself knows
celebrate facts of their own lives in Christ and the Holy everythingHe needed not that any should testify of man,

ﬁpli”tl'ftha; haplpensgo dMary hap%elns to all ‘r’]v?]o imliltate RS He himself knew what was in man. [John 2:26]
oly life of humility, obedience, and love. With her all peo- )
ple will be “blessed” to be “more honorable than the cherdeed they are not necessary to God, but they are neces

bim and beyond compare more glorious than the seraphi?‘n@ry for us. It will be pleasant for us to see how the priests

if they follow her example. All will have Christ born in thelwIII bear witness concerning us, before angels and



men, that we repented of our sins, condemned ourselwgsrld. Bearing in mind this terrible judgment-seat, let us

expressed our loathing for sin, firmly resolved not to sibear reproof here humbly and gently, and let us correct

further. ourselves of all our sins, all our faults; above all, let us
bear reproof from those in authority over us, and may the

It is absolutely necessary to confess at least once evenyrd teach them to reprove our faults not with malice, but

year. The longer we go on without confessing, the worggth love and in the spirit of meekness.

it is for us, the more entangled we become in the bonds of

sin, and therefore the more difficult it is to give accounf\s soon as you have told the Lord your sins with a con-
trite heart they melt away; as soon as you have sighed and

We ought to confess our sins more frequently, in ordersisrrowed for them, they are no mafell me thine iniqui-

strike and scourge the sins by the open avowal of thertigs, that thou mayest be justifigsee Is. 43:24b-26s

and in order to feel a greater loathing of them. they came, so they go away. They are an illusion. As soon
as you have recognized that they are an illusion, an ab-

He who is accustomed to give account of his life at cosurdity, madness; as soon as you have resolved to do

fession will not fear to give an answer at the terrible judgight in the future, God cleanses you of them, through

ment-seat of Christ. For this purpose was the mild tribiris minister and the holy sacraments.

nal of penitence here instituted, that we may give an an-

swer without shame, having been cleansed and heale®ear in mind that for cleansing your heart from sin, you

through penitence here below. This is the first motive faill get an infinite reward - you will see God. The work

sincere confession. of cleansing the heatrt is difficult, for in the course of it we
are greatly afflicted; and therefore the reward is great.

A second motive is inner calm. The more sincerely weBlessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see God.

confess our sins, the more calm will the soul be after- [Matt. 5:8]

wards. For sins are secret serpents, gnawing at the heart

of a man, and never letting him rest; they are prickly (St. John of Kronstadt is the author of the Servic&eneral
thorns, constantly goring the soul, they are spiritual dark- Confession that we use at the end of every month.)
ness.

A priest is a spiritual physician. Show your wounds to

him without shame, sincerely, openly, trusting and con-
fiding in him as his child; for the confessor is your spiri-
tual father, who should love you more than your own fa-

ther and mother; for Christ's love is higher than any natuy- . . . .
ral love. He must give an answer to God for you. Tlfl1e June 2007 Parish Council meeting was heldarchiurch

hall on Monday, June25, 2007. Warden Paul Salitaccthe
. . . . ) meeting to order at 7pm. A quorum was noted. Theting
Why is our life so impure, so full of sinful habits? Be- peqan with an opening prayer of “O Heavenly King”.
cause a great many conceal the spiritual wounds and sores
which are the root of the trouble, and therefore it is im-Pastor's Report: Father David reported that we had 1 baptism.
possible to apply any remedy to them. Vladimir and Milka Gistinger needed to have thefiaint
Juliana baptized before they could travel back htorieul-
For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin,ggga. Father met with the high school seniors pizza. Fa-
that in Him we might become the righteousness of Godher also reported that there was some parish &dnaa-
[2Cor. 5:21] Will you be ashamed after this to acknowl<enty-Tikvin icon DVD. Father David thanked eveng for
edge any of your sins, whatever they may be, or to tak&tending his recent open house-a good time wabyad.
upon yourself the blame for sin which you have not co Wy brings visits to the nursing homes, the MeBlisb golf

X . . uting, and a Rock Cats game with the Terryvilldgha Fa-
mitted? If the Son of God himself was made sin for US:ther David also met with John Baraglia going over temetery

though he was sinless, then you, too, must accept blaf@ords and the records are almost up to datehawe 78 vet-
for all sins with meekness and love and accept blame grans at the cemetery and need 13 more flags statelalso

humbly and submissively, even for those sins which ye#iove around the Fairview Cemetery but the offfere has

have not committed, for in truth you are guilty of all.  been closed due to construction. The Diocesanaiomeets
again the week before our next meeting. The yaalthis in

In this life we sin continually, and at the: same time weAugust. We will be the host parish for the Terrievéind

are so self-loving that we cannot endure to be reproved/aterbury churches during the youth rally, sinaefeast of

for our sins and faults, above all before others; but in tRggrmition falls during that week and those pariskits will be

future life we shall be reproved for them before the wh ‘reected to attend our church services. Fatheidxay



cently attended the funeral for Bishop Nikon’s nesthONE-
Father Sergius Halvorsen is the new editor. Th&@Mbsite
is up and running-you may go the the link off owhsite. We
are looking for a correspondent to report the HTI®@@s to
Father Sergius. Paul Salina will continue to sulphotos.
The OCA Metropolitan Council met and Father Alexand
Garklavs will begin his duties as Chancellor orydubnd Fa-
ther Andrew Jarmus will begin his duties as DirectoMinis-
tries & Communication on August 1. Paul Bodnagsme has
been submitted for the position of secretary aifichst treas-

some changes and establish the “John and Sue Liteasd-
rial scholarship.

*Project Management Review.aul Salina went over the pro-
ject management review list (a copy is on file vitib secre-
tary). Paul Salina will discuss the “sign lightingith Mike
Wanik to see if Mike would like to pursue this-ibtrit will be
removed from the list. Paul Salina has asked fogwa mecha-
nism for the front door lock and while the locksmig here to
get a key made for the lower garage only for tinand as he
does yard work and can also take out the garbAgearently,

urer. The 18 All-America Council is next year-2008, dates tthe tenant has repaired the garage wall. The gatagrs have

be announced. Father also received a “thank-yettér from

been repaired. The parking lot has been restripespecial

St. Herman’s Seminary for our donation and fronhEa¥ladi- “thank you” to Mark Myszka and Ed Bichun. A thaydu let-

mir for our donation for the OCMC Kenya trip.

ter will be sent to Mark. The ants have been exiteaited by
Dave Balkun-he sprayed thoroughly inside and out.

Warden’'s Report: Paul Salina received thank you letters froffParish Activity SurveyThank you to Ann Myszka for her

the Smile Train for our donation of $605, from WaTFimy
Neighbor for our donation of $337 and from Fathé&di-
mir/OCMC for our donation of $300.

work on this project. Ann reported some positisedback.
She received 21 surveys back, 5 were incomplete. r&
viewed them. A copy is on file with the secretary.
*From the Floor:

Secretary’s Report: Motion to accept the May 2007 minutes Paul Culton requested an article about the newriés re-

as submitted Nelson Potter/Peter Anop. Motioniedrr

garding tax breaks be put in the parish newsléett&ugust and
September. It would also be nice if all parishremmembers

Treasurer’s Report: Nelson Potter presented the report in theould become a member of ONE Stewards.

absence of George Ludko.

(Large exsps-Beaver NEW BUSINESS

*Charity for Septembemotion to purchase the hotdogs and
kielbasa for Ed Day at St. Vladimir's Paul Culteater Anop.

withholdings,Fair ShareMotion carried. We need someone to deliver thetraag vol-

May 2007 income  $12,656.00
St. house repairs,
Expense $17,960.85 cteigty,gas,SS &
Expl/inc (5,304.85)
May charity $580

Rosemary Delaney audited the May 2007 report. dhotid
accept the audited May 2007 financial report DiBné
zun/Ellen Santoro. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

unteers?

*From the floor:

Paul Culton suggested that when the votive cangiply is
depleted it not be replenished and have that catdial re-
moved and perhaps donated to a mission parish.

Marion Bichun spoke with Ed Bichun and John Baiagh-
garding the cemetery. Our side is kept very nigedpparently

*Caretaker’s housdapura is renovating. The doors have be@CSU doesn't. It was suggested that Ed speak tbSdina to

padlocked for security, some of the flooring isthne pantry
area was removed to enlarge the kitchen, fAé@ddr tub has
been moved to place in new flooring and electndaing will
be brought up to code. The adjustor has been greairking
with us and with Kapura. All the rooms are beinfyireished.
The repairs were approved at $73,926-we have attd€0
ductible and we paid $5000 in advance. Paul Séiasare-

ceived another partial check for $58,663.00 butehfew ques-

tions for the insurance company before depositiegcheck.

provide details and he will send a letter to CCSAIso, a tree
is the parking lot is diseased and needs to bevedoEd
Bichun will get a crew to take it down. The remagtrees
will need to be treated so they don't become dissas

Ann Myszka recently saw a newspaper article reggrthe
Pope reaching out to the Orthodox Church. Fatletidin-
formed us that is was only a good gesture and domean
anything at this time.

There was also a notice in the choir loft aboutBrehop’s

*Roof: The roof is done and the gutters have been cledred visit. Bishop Nikon will be here Nov.17-18-it'sgtian official
Drain Doctor scoped out the drains. The non-parkirea side visit. Protodeacon Paul will be here and Fatheridwill see

was clogged, the probable cause of our water issubs
church basement-it was snaked out to the streetdie the
old clay pipes and some separation was noticedfmpgars ok
for now. The church building was waterproofed dmel gide-
walks repaired.

if he can get the OCF kids here too. See Fatheidia Paul
Salina if you know of anyone deserving of a gramata

Adjournment Motion to adjourn 7:55pm Paul Culton. The
meeting concluded with “It is Truly Meet”. Havegaod and

*Parish Directory UpdateNothing new to report. We do needsafe summer!

to set a closing date. Father David will havegrfpassword
to access the directory thru our website-this sthbel ready
soon.

NEXT MEETING: AUGUST 27, 2007 7PM

*June graduatedVe have 13 graduates this year. They will bRespectfully submitted,

recognized on Sunday-July 1. There will be 2 salsbigs
given. The scholarship committee will be meetingnake

Phyllis Bartos



