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Monthly Newsletter of 

HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH 
305 Washington Street • PO Box 2876 • New Britain, CT 06050-2876 

 
www.htocnb.org 
��������	��

HOLY WEEK: The Resurrection of  
Lazarus & The Entrance of the Lord into 
Jerusalem (March 27th & 28th) Even though these 
services are technically not part of Holy Week, we will 
begin this special time in our spiritual journey with Di-
vine Liturgy on Saturday, March 27th with our tradi-
tional Proskomedia / Preparation of the Gifts in the cen-
ter of the church. All are asked to bring their Pomyanik / 
Remembrance Book for commemoration. Then in the 
evening, Vespers, Litiya and the Blessing of Palms on 
the Eve of the Feast and Festal Divine Liturgy on 
Sunday morning. The complete schedule for Holy Week 
and Pascha are printed in the weekly bulletin and on the 
parish web page.  
 
The Resurrection of our Lord, God and Savior  
Jesus Christ (April 4th) - the Vespers of Pascha will 
be celebrated on Sunday afternoon at 12:00 P.M. (noon), 
followed by an egg hunt for the children. Bright Monday 
(April 5th) will be celebrated with Paschal Divine Lit-
urgy and procession at 9:00 A.M. 
 

FAST FREE WEEK: The week following  
Pascha, April 4th - 10th is FAST FREE!!  
  

ST. THOMAS SUNDAY: On the second 
Sunday of Pascha, St. Thomas Sunday (April 11th), we 
will go to the parish cemetery for a general panikhida for 
our parish departed. We will have coffee hour after 
liturgy [no need to hurry] and then head to the 
cemetery, where the service will begin at approximately 
11:30 -11:45 A.M. In the event of inclement weather, the 
service will be held the following week, April 18th. 
 

ONE STEWARDS: Even though we are no 
longer in March, March is ONE Stewards month (and so 
is April) and the 2010 campaign has 
begun. Our parish had a wonderful 
2009 contributing $3,880 having 30 
members. Our parish over the past five 
years has increased its contributions 
each year. Also, we had five members 

Archpriest David Koles, Rector 
9 Frankie Lane 

Terryville, CT 06786 
Phone: 860-573-0013 

Email: frdavid@htocnb.org 
� �

in the Bishop’s Circle and four members contributed 
twice. For those who increased their donation, THANK 
YOU!! If you were a contributor to ONE Stewards in the 
past or are a current “steward” the time has come to step 
forward and be counted. Our contributions to ONE Stew-
ards goes to support charities, seminarian scholarships, 
mission support and the diocesan Youth Rally. Please 
respond to the ONE Stewards mailing when it arrives at 
your home. You can see our parishes “Honor Roll” posted 
on the bulletin board with other One Steward material. 
 

GENERAL CONFESSION: is normally 
held on the last Saturday of each month (except for lenten 
periods) following Great Vespers. All regular communi-
cants should make every effort to attend each General 
Confession. The next General Confession will be held 
after Pascha on Saturday, April 24th. 
 

The April monthly charity collection is 
for the International Orthodox Christian Charities. 
The IOCC is the official international humanitarian or-
ganization of the Standing Conference 
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the 
Americas (SCOBA). It’s mandate is to 
undertake purely humanitarian activi-
ties. 
 

http://www.iocc.org 
 

PARISH COUNCIL: The next meeting of the 
Parish Council will be held on Monday evening, April 
26th  at 7:00 p.m. All council members are asked to make 
every effort to attend the meeting. 

 



CHURCH RENOVATION UPDATE: 
Preliminary and secondary meetings between Baker 
Renovations Inc., Artech and Hlywa Construction and 
members of the Parish Council has taken place over the 
past few months. In the coming months a systematic plan 
for the restoration of the interior of the church will be for-
mulated with sketches and pricing. Once these plans are 
known they will be presented at a Special Parish meeting.  
 

¨ Repair and re-plaster the interior church walls and 
Paint the interior of the church.  [summer ‘12] 

 
It is important to remember that our church 
building is approaching the 100 year mark 
in 2013, not to be confused with the 100th 
anniversary of the parish in 2002. 
 
Many have contributed to the Hundred Plus 
Club to honor the hundred plus years since 
our founding. Individuals may join by mak-
ing donations to the building fund in de-
nominations of $100. This will be in addi-
tion to one's annual pledge. The funds will 
be used solely for the purpose of renovating 
our church building.  
 

During 2010 we have collected $ 100.00  
 

JOIN THE ���  ��������� �

Birthdays & Anniversaries in APRIL:  
 
   3 Evelyn Cherpak  1941 
     6 Raisa Shafron   1935 
   13 George Liwen   1920 
   16 Mary Kontrady   1911 
   17 Christian Burrill  1978 
   19 Irene Prigodich   1928 
   20 Rachel Santoro   1989 
  
    8 Al & Antoinette Rudy   1942 
  27 Andrew & Karen Bobik  2002 
 

“WHEN I WAS SICK YOU CAME TO ME” 
The following parishioners (and friends) are now home-
bound or in long-term care facilities. If there are any 
names missing, please inform Fr. David. The regular 
schedule of visitations is included on the monthly 
calendar. Parishioners are welcomed and encouraged to 
make regular visitations to nursing homes and shut-ins. 
Our loved ones NEED to feel connected to their parish 
family. 

Jerome Home, New Britain 
Sadie Albino 

 
Arbor Rose, New Britain 

Nona Belomyzy 
 

Middlewoods, Newington 
Jennie Skovich 

 
Walnut Hill, New Britain 

Agnes Makula 
Olga Skotnicki 
 Mary Cherpak 

 
St. Lucian Residence, New Britain 

Mary Kotrady 
 

Ledgecrest Nursing Home, Berlin 
Natasha Zaiko 

        Nicholas Zamayduk 
 

Apple Rehab, Rocky Hill 
Jean Prusik 

 
At Home: Mary Bogdan, Anne Cherpak, Helen Karabin, 
Susan Labas, George Liwen, Stella Liwen, Irene Prigodich, 
John Steffick and Stella Tynik. 

 
 

PARISH DIPTYCHS 
Please remember our departed brothers and sisters in your 
prayers. 
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THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 
For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my 
life, that I may take it again. No one takes it from me, but I 
lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it up: this charge I have received 
from my Father.  
The Resurrection of Christ stands at the center of the Chris-
tian Faith. It is the supreme confirmation of His Messiah-
ship. It verifies all that had gone before: His miraculous 
birth, the Divine revelations which accompanied Him, the 
truth of His moral teachings, His wondrous works, and His 
complete identification with God. It lends unshakable confi-
dence to all that lies ahead: the coming of the Holy Spirit 
according to His promise, the inauguration of the Church 
and the final end of the ages. Only as the Son of God, having 
life in Himself, could He lay down His life voluntarily, and 
then take it up again.  
At the time of His death and burial, the Disciples of Christ 
were a broken and thoroughly discouraged band. In their still 
limited view, all their hopes in Christ had been in vain. They 
locked themselves behind closed doors out of fear that their 
lives, too, were at stake. They went nowhere and preached 
nothing about anyone. There would be no Christianity today 
had not some tremendous event taken place to move them.  
Stories which attempt to falsify the Resurrection of Christ 
therefore lack credibility. It seems incredible that the disci-
ples could have spread the Christian Faith in the way they 
did - based on a falsification. Only the Resurrection and sub-
sequent descent of the Holy Spirit made the disciples apos-
tles: people sent into the world with the knowledge, courage 
and power to carryon the work of Christ.  
In the doctrine of the Apostles, the Resurrection of Christ 
was everything. Their first sermons (Acts 2-4) speak almost 
exclusively of this event. The apostles considered bearing 
witness to the Resurrection as their primary function. At 
the time of the election of Matthias to replace the fallen � �



Judas in the original twelve, Peter said: “... one of these men 
must become with us a witness to his resurrection” (Acts 
1:22).  
As St. Paul so clearly states: “If Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain”.                               
(1Cor. 15:14) 
After His Resurrection, Christ appeared to His disciples in a 
new glorious form. He appeared suddenly, often through 
closed doors. He blessed and breathed upon them. He ad-
monished them for not believing that He would rise. At the 
same time He ate and drank with them and allowed them to 
touch Him to see that He was not a ghost:  

“... for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see 
that I have.” (Luke 24:39) 

After the Resurrection, the disciples often did not recognize 
Christ. Physical means of recognition, however important, 
were no longer enough.  

“So it is with the resurrection of the dead. 
What is sown is perishable, what is raised 
is imperishable … it is sown a physical 
body, it is raised a spiritual body.” (1Cor. 
15:42-44)  

Christ was recognized by His disciples when He spoke their 
name (John 20:16), when He issued them commands and 
conversed with them (John 21:4-14); when He broke the 
bread and gave it to them (Luke 24:35). On these occasions 
the disciples said such things as this.  

Did not out hearts burn within us while he 
talked to us on the road, while he opened to 
us the Scriptures? Then they told.... how he 
was known to them in the breaking of the 
bread. (Luke 24:32-35)  

The Resurrection of Christ was therefore not a biological 
rejuvenation of His physical body. The angel rolled away the 
stone from the sepulcher not to let Christ walk out, but to 
reveal that He was no longer there;  

He is not here: for he has risen, as he said. 
(Matthew 28:6)  

The Universal Resurrection  
In His Resurrection Christ is “the first fruits of those who 
have fallen asleep” (1Cor. 15:20). He is the first fulfillment 
of the prophets of the Old Testament concerning the resur-
rection of all (Ezekiel 37), and the assurance of the future 
resurrection of all who live in Him.  

I believe in the resurrection of the dead and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 
(Nicene Creed)  

The Feast of Feasts  
In the Church Pascha is in a class by itself. It is called the 
Feast of Feasts. About one third of the liturgical year is de-
voted to it, either in preparation or celebration. It was the 
first Christian feast and to this day remains the unchallenged 
center at the Church's liturgical life.  
Near midnight of Holy Saturday, all the faithful gather in the 
church. The priest, vested fully in white, the color of the 
baptismal robe, removes the Holy Shroud from the tomb and 
carries it to the Altar Table, where it remains until the feast 

of Ascension. The lights and candles of the church are extin-
guished. The faithful take candles as in Baptism and, light-
ing them from the one held by the priest, form a great pro-
cession out of the church. Choir, priest, people and servers, 
in the company of hoisted banners and peeling bells, circle 
the church. The baptismal procession, going to meet the 
risen Lord, once again becomes a reality. 
The Feast of Baptism  
Pascha is the feast of our baptism. At Pascha we renew our 
own Baptism and committal to Christ:  

As many as have been baptized into Christ, 
have put on Christ. (Baptismal Hymn sung 
at the Paschal Liturgy)  

The procession pauses in front of the doors of the church 
and, after the priest, everyone sings the Troparion of Pascha:  

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling 
down death by death, and upon those in the 
tombs bestowing life.  

The Paschal greeting is exchanged even before entering the 
church: “Christ is risen!” “Indeed He is risen!”  The doors 
of the church are opened and everyone re-enters. Immediate-
ly after the celebration of the glorious Paschal Matins, the 
baptismal procession of Pascha reaches its conclusion. The 
Divine Liturgy is celebrated. As we commune, we meet and 
know the risen Lord in the same manner that the disciples 
met and knew Him after the Resurrection: in the breaking of 
the bread.  

 
FROM PASCHA TO PENTECOST 

 
The days between Pascha and Pentecost are supposed to 
be the high holiday season of the Orthodox Church Year. 
The fasting days of Lent are over. Christ is risen from the 
dead. The Church is full of the light of His divine life. 
We have nothing to do but to delight in the joyful cele-
bration of His Divine Presence.  
 
The sad fact, however, is that it almost never happens 
this way. Usually just the opposite happens in most Or-
thodox churches. During Lent we build up a certain spiri-
tual momentum, which instead of fulfilling itself in the 
Fifty Days of the season from Pascha to Pentecost, 
comes screeching to a halt after the final words of the 
last service on Easter Sunday.  
 
All that is gained in Great Lent and Holy Week is lost. 
All that is experienced of Christ, victorious and alive, is 
forgotten. We return to “normalcy.” And it is sad and 
dull and sinful.  
 
The period from Pascha to Pentecost is a wonderful 
period. It begins with the Bright Week following � �



� �

Easter when the Paschal Liturgy is celebrated daily. Then 
comes St. Thomas Sunday, the appearance of the Lord to 
us gathered together in Church, “the doors being shut.” 
Then comes the Sunday of the Myrrhbearers and we hear 
once again all of the songs of Great and Holy Friday, now 
sung victoriously in the context of the Resurrection. And 
then it continues on and on, the events of the Gospel of St. 
John setting the tone.  
 
There is the Sunday of the Paralytic which tells us that we 
too have been healed by Christ, placed down into the wa-
ters of baptism, dying and rising with Him into newness of 
life.  
 
There is the Feast of Mid-Pentecost which gives us the 
experience of "drinking of the waters of true worship," the 
new life of the Kingdom of God which wells up in us by 
the Spirit of Christ Who is risen from the dead.  
 
There is the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman announcing 
the universal salvation of all the nations in the resurrection 
of Christ, the light of the gentiles.  
 
There is the Sunday of the Blind Man, the gift of illumina-
tion to all men in order to see and to know the meaning of 
life through the victory of Christ the Messiah.  
 
Then comes the Ascension, the finalization of the resurrec-
tion of Christ, His entrance into Divine Glory at the right 
hand of God the, Father, taking us with Himself into the 
depths of divinity.   
 
And finally at the end, the “great and final day” of Pente-
cost: the coming of the Holy Spirit upon us, the “seal” and 
“pledge” and divine “guarantee” of the presence in our 
midst of the Kingdom of God: the birthday of the Christian 
Church in the history of the world.  
 
Each Sunday from Pascha to Pentecost is a spiritual ex-
perience of the mystery of the victory of Christ. Each week 
has its sacramental, paschal theme. There is water in-
volved in everyone of the Gospels; the pool of the Para-
lytic, the well of the Samaritan Woman, the anointing and 
washing of the eyes of the Blind Man. All this is for us. It 
tells us of our experience in the Church of the Risen Lord. 
It witnesses to our own washing and anointing, our own 
eating and drinking, our dying and rising with Him.  
 
Enter the Joy of the Lord  
Everything possible must be done to keep the season from 
Pascha to Pentecost alive in the Church. We have only to 
follow the life of the Church and to center the joy of the 
Lord.  
 
First of all, the entire life of the Church during Eastertide 
is filled with the songs and services of the resurrection of 
Christ. The Paschal Troparion, Christ is risen, is present at 
every service. We stand in our prayers to in-dicate the ab-
sence of sorrow and the victory of life. The vestments, the 
flowers, the hymns and the readings, the entire atmos-

phere of the Church are that of the Holy Pascha leading to 
Pentecost. We have but to enter it and live.  
 
Enter into Communion  
Secondly, we must continue to enter into union with the 
Risen Lord during this time by continuing in communion 
with Him in the Passover Banquet of the Divine Liturgy. 
We must come to understand once and for all that Holy 
Communion is not a mystery tied to Lent and to penance. 
It IS not a sacrament of pen-ance at all! It is the sacrament 
of Presence -- of the Presence of the Risen Christ in our 
midst. What better and more perfect time is there to meet 
Him and to be with Him than in the days following His 
resurrection when He remains in our midst, opening to us 
the mysteries of the Kingdom of God.   
 
Live the Easter Spirit 
Thirdly, we must make the conscious effort to keep the 
spirit of Pascha alive in our homes. Quite externally this 
may mean to keep our homes decorated with Easter flow-
ers, to keep things bright, to continue a paschal menu, to 
continue to dress ourselves and our children in our Easter 
clothes. All of these things are important, for they con-
tinually allow us to dwell in the presence of the Lord Who 
is risen and is with us always, even to the end of the ages.  
 
This means as well that our family prayers must also re-
tain the Easter spirit. Christ is risen must remain in our 
homes; in the morning and evening, at mealtime and all 
the time.  
 
And finally, we must look forward to Pentecost, to the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. And we must prepare ourselves 
to meet Him at His coming. He will “come and abide in 
us.” He will keep us always in the presence of Christ and 
God the Father. He will make us sons of God with Jesus, 
heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven. He will strengthen us to 
live the life that Christ gives us, risen from the dead.  
 
From Pascha to Pentecost - the most wonderful time of 
the entire Church Year. Let us keep it with a fervor befit-
ting our God Who has given it to us.  

The February 2010 Parish Council meeting was held in the 
church hall on February 22, 2010.  Warden Mike Wanik wel-
comed everyone to the first council meeting of the 2010 council 
and said it has been 3 years since he’s been on the council.  He 
also spoke on past memories and said it’s good to be back and 
called the meeting to order at 6:57 pm.  A quorum was noted and 
the meeting began with “O Heavenly King”.  
 
Pastor’s Report  Father David reported that he will be involved 
in a lot of things during Lent.  Saturday, March 6, 2010 is the 
Baptism of Anthony James Dresko.  On March 25, 2010 there 
will be a reception/Chrismation of Mark Myszka.  We also need 
to beware we change the clocks ahead one hour on March 14, 
2010 so the March 20, 2010 Vespers will be at 5pm.  Also on 
Saturday, March 20, 2010 SVS has a Lenten Retreat.  HTOC is 
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hosting the Bridegroom Matins on Sunday, March 28, 2010 at 
4pm.  
Father informed us that GT Graphics is going out of business.  
GT Graphics has been publishing our newsletters free of charge 
for some time.  It was suggested we send a Thank You note to the 
ownership, and also for Diane Dounouk to look into the Church 
Store to see if there is something there we can present to them for 
their service to us. 
Upon question by George Matyzcyk, Father David stated that 
there will be a meeting of all Bishops of North and Central Amer-
ica the week of Pentecost.  This is the direct result of the pre-
planning sessions for the upcoming Great and Holy Synod that 
were held in Chambesy, Switzerland. 
 
Secretary’s Report George Ludko asked that we adjust the Janu-
ary 2010 Council minutes, inserting “Raising rents for the dwell-
ing and garage was suggested by George Matyzcyk but the coun-
cil agreed to keep the rents as is”. Motion to accept the January 
2010 minutes as corrected, Pete Steffick/Dan Telychka.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Financial Report George Ludko presented the report. 
January income                          $11,667.24 
January expense                           $12,818.17 
Expense from money market       $  1,953.99       (Property Tax) 
Expense/Income                          ($  3,104.92) 
(large expenses were the property maintenance, fair share, with-
holdings, utilities, property tax) 
October Charity    $1,420.00 
December Charity  $   305.00  
January reports were audited by Jennie Everson and George 
Matyczyk. 
George Matyzcyk reported the elevator lift needed servicing and 
there were plumbing repairs.   
The New Capital improvement envelope which comes out quar-
terly was mentioned by George Ludko, indicating that the funds 
from this collection are being directed to the 100  Club restora-
tion account..  Motion to accept the audited January report Peter 
Anop/Diane Dounouk. Motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Church Interior Renovation – We need someone in  the Church 
Council to report on the Fact Finding Church Interior committee 
which was unofficially formed by Paul Salina.   Mike Wanik will 
contact Dan Bradanini and ask him to keep the council informed 
on the project. 
Project Management – Mike Wanik explained when the grey 
paint was placed in the front wall of the church property and on 
the front steps leading to the sidewalk that the contractor had 
advised never to throw salt on it.  However our landscaping con-
tractor didn’t comply and therefore the grey paint is now pealing 
and looks awful.  There were also many vehicles that damaged 
the paint on the wall, one spot being hit twice.  We also need to 
get the sidewalks & stairs done. Mike Wanik asked we engage 
our younger parishioners to help beautify the front of our church.  
Additionally it was noted that the Motion Light by the back stair 
is out and the parking gate is being opened by undesirable people 
at night as they know there are no locks on them.  Mike Wanik 
has asked police to come by more often during the night.  
Kitchen – George Matyzcyk says the garbage disposal is not 
working.  Also the vent fan near the sink is clogged with grease.  
Both items added to the project list.  Diane Dounouk mentioned 

the spayer in the sink leaks.  George advised the spayer had been 
replaced.  He was then asked by the council to handle the repairs/
replacement of the garbage disposal and fan within a reasonable 
price. 
From the Floor 
Fr Halverson has two (2) other parishes he is working on and 
will get to HTOC after he completes those two first. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Charity  – Motion for April Charity – IOCC.  Motion made by 
Peter Steffick, seconded by Peter Anop.  Motion carried. 
Stewardship - Cleaners – George Matyzcyk said if no one takes 
a month he feels the council members should do it.  Or can we 
pay someone to do it?  Can we push for parishioners to volunteer 
by the week instead of monthly?  Suggested a weekly sign up in 
lieu of monthly sign up.  The items to be cleaned are listed at the 
candle stand for anyone who doesn’t know what cleaning the 
church entails.  Father David spoke on this for stewardship for 
greeting and cleaning.  He says he doesn’t see why people can’t 
participate.  We need a solution & asked for a person to head this 
up. Mike Wanik will head this committee for recruiting volun-
teers one week at a time. 
Pascha Clean Up – March 20, 2010 at 8:30am 
Pascha Preparations – Ed Bichun will advise when the pussy 
willows are ready and said he’s not sure if they will be ready see-
ing Pascha is so early this year.  He has pussy willows for anyone 
who would like to grow some in their yard.  Anyone who has 
pussy willow trees in their yards should contact Ed Bichun.  Mike 
Wanik will arrange for police to be at the church for Pascha.  The 
Tomb watch list will be forthcoming.  Ed & Marion Bichun will 
be taking care of the flowers for Pascha. 
20/40 Club Proposal  (Young parishioners from 20 to 40 years 
of age) – Mike Wanik asked the young people to be able to get 
together for fellowship like the older parishioners used to years 
ago. Chris Dresko wants to be involved as do others.  Tim Ban-
non was asked to assist in getting some younger parishioners on 
the council for next year as many will be leaving.  Also he was 
asked to get someone to sit with George Ludko throughout the 
year to learn the Financial Secretary’s job so that we will have 
someone for that position for next year all ready to go. 
From the Floor 
*Light Fixtures for Choir –  Ann Myszka said Chris Dresko 
asked if we could replace a light bulb in one of the choir stands 
and add a light fixture to one of the alto stands up in the choir loft 
as the lighting is not good in some spots up there. 
George Matyzcyk said the Men’s Club donated $1,000 for en-
graving to the Cemetary Project and asked if we could take 
money from the memorial fund to pay for the rest of the engrav-
ing for veterans.  Mike Wanik advised this should be taken up 
with the Cemetery committee and not the council.  George still 
needs to investigate prices. 
 
*Adjournment  Motion to adjourn at 8:30 pm by George Ludko.  
The meeting concluded with “It is Truly Meet”.  
 
NEXT MEETING March 22, 2010 at 7:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by   
  ���������	�
���	�
��������  

 


